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PREFACE. 



TtiE publisher! present this third editidh of this catechism 
to the public without apology; Public social covenanting has 
evef be^it a distinctive principle of the Secession church. 
Stie hii not 'only embraced it in her judical testimony; but 
has\ from tirtie to time; according to the call of providence, 
engaged hi this solemn act of divine worship; She has found 
it an important mean of expressing the covenant relation be- 
tween the believer and God; of exciting to a more diligent 
serirch of the Scripture; of promoting mutual harmony and 
confidence; for promoting steadfastness in her profession; 
of affording an evidence of sincerity; Jand of impressing th« 
world with the importance of the distinctive principles of her 
profession. In this exercise the covenanter engages to no 
new duty hut declares upon oath that he believes the doctrine 
and practice of his church to be ihe very truth of God, and 
engages in the strength of promised grace to continue faithful 
to Christ and his cause. The unrest and spirit of change that 
moves the church of today is the chief reason why this ordi- 
nance is so much opposed. It carries with it a certainty of 



Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 



knowledge, a fixed hess of principle, and steadfastness in pro- 
fession that is counter to the Spirit of our times. A declin- 
ing church is not a covenanting one; it has only been practic- 
ed by those churches that were seeking to hold that to which 
they had attained- 

This subject has been handled more largely by other judi- 
cious writers. The chief excellence of this treatise is that the 
explanation of public covenanting is particulary adapted to 
the bond of acknowledgement of sins, now used by congre- 
gations under the inspection of the Associate Synod of North 
America. 

The writer says that he chose the fcrm of a catechism "as 
being most suitable to his stating the most necessary things 
on the subjectof public covenanting concisely, and yet in' an 
familiar way suited to the weakest capacity." " 

It was first written for his own eongtegatious, which had 
shortly befoie engaged in covenanting. I J e said that he de- 
sired to present the grounds on which they proceeded, and to 
put thfim in inimlof the vows of God that are upon them'. 
That it may prove the same blessing to those who now read 
it. and lead otheis to go forward in thus solemnly dedica- 
ting themselves to the Lcrd, is the end sought by the present 
republication. 
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A CATECHISM 
ON PUBLIC COVENANTING. 



SECTION 1. 

OK THE COVENANT OF WOUKS, AND OP MAti' 8 
KALT.KN STATE, 

Quest. IN" what state did God make man. ? 
Ans. God made man upright. 
Q. In what did his original uprightness consist? 
A In his perfect conformity to the moral law, which 
God had written in his heart. 

Q. Was the mora] law implied in the positive pre- 
cept forbidding Adam to eat of the tree of knowledge 
of good end evil? 

A. Yes ; for he could not fulfil or break the one, 
without fulfilling or breaking the other. Adam's 
love to God and to hig posterity, which he was to 
manifest by keeping the positive piecept, was virtu- 
ally all the obedience which the moral law required. 
Q. Was the moral not law the moral law sriven to 
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Adam in the form of a covenant? A. Yes. 
Q. How does this appear? 

A. From {he promise of life implied hi the threat- 
ening of death. When Gotl said, If thou eat 'the f i nit 
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and in so 
doing, break the moral law, thou s halt surely die: rt 
was plainly implied, that if he did not eat that fruit, 
and thus oontinued obedient to the moral law, he 

would live Now the law given to Adam, as 

it had the promise of eternal life annexed 10 it, is 
properly termed a covenant. 

Q Was the lite promised, as the reward of Ad- 
am's obediencfe, eternal life ? 

A. Yes ; it cannot be denied, that the death threat 
ened as the wages of sin, was eternal death: and there- 
fore we justly rnfer. that the life promised was eter- 
nal life. For such is the life thai stands opposed to 
the death which sin deserves, Rom. vi 21 ' The wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." And in other pla- 
ces of scripture, where the promise of life made to 
man's obedience at his creation, is repealed, it is ex- 
pressly called eternal life. Thus'when a young man 
enquired what good thing he should do in order that 
he might have eternal life ; our Lord answered. "If 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments" 
Thus intimating that the life that was to be obtained 
upon condition of man's perfect obedience, was eter- 
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lial life. Matth xix. 16. J 7. 

Q Would not obedience, as it i s natuialy due to 
God from the rational creatine, without any covenant ' 
have a just claim to eternal lite? 

A. By no means: man's perfect obedience, while 
he perseveres in it, secures his present happiness by 
the continuance of his peace wild God, but does not 
naturally deserve any future or eternal reward at the 
hand of God. The perfect obedience of the rational 
creature on account of its absolute dependence on 
God, is a debt due to him : and no one is entitled to 
a future reward for the payment of a just debt. Luke 
xvii. 10. — "When ye have done all theue things, say 
we are unprofitable servant^ we have done that 
which it was our duty to do." 

Q. Are not the essential parts of a proper cove- 
nant conspicuous in the manner of God's dealing 
with Adam at his creation ? 

A Yes; for therein we have, 1st, a promise of 
eternal life ; 2dly, a course of perfect obedience pre- 
scribed as the condition of that promise; and 3dly, 
Adam's consent necessarily implied in his original 
righteousness. 

Q What farther evidence have we in scripture of 
this doctrine, that God made a covenant with Adam? 

A It may justly be inferred from the declaration 
of God in Hosea vi. 7. "They, like Adam, have trans 
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gresscd the covenant "* but the fallout evidence of 
of this truth arises from the parallel between the 
Lord Jesus Christ the second man, and Ad;im the 
first man, 1 Cor. xv, 47, "TI10 first man is of- the 
earth earthly ; -the second man is the Lord from 
heaven". These two could be 110 otherwise parallel 
than hi their public character; as they were both fed- 
eral heads, the one of his natural, the other of his spi- 
ritual seed. In thin respect Adam was the figure of 
him that waa to come, that is of Christ, Rom. v. 14. 

Q. How does the equity of this appointment of 
Adam as oui covenant head appear? 

A. It is a sufficient answer to every cavil against 
this constitution, that it was such as seemed good to 
the infinite wisdom of God. None would have dispu- 
ted the equity of this appointment, if Adam had stood 
upright during the timeot biatrial, and we had rea- 
ped the benefit of his integrity ; and yet the equity of 
the appointment is the same in the case of his fall 
as it would have been if he had continued upiight. 
It is reasonable to believe, that a more proper per- 
son for being the covenant-h n ad and representative 
of mankind could not have been found: for lie 
was their natural rooi: his own happiness was em- 
barked on the same bottom with theirs ; and he had 
all thi natural and moral ability to stand that is eom- 

* So the text is rendered In the margin of oar translation, a- 
greeable to (he original. 
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petent to a r»;re creatine. 

Q Are all men in their natural state under the law 
as a covenant of woiks? 

A Ye<. 

Q, How does this appeal? 

A. The scripture teaches, us, that it is the pecu- 
liar privilege of those who are under grace, that they 
are not under the law, Koin. vi. I4. vii. 4. this 
peculiar privilege is that they are not under it in the 
same sense in which all other men are under it ; that 
is, they are not under it as a covenant requiring per- 
fect obedience of them as the condition of eternal life 
and subjecting them to its curse for every failure :for 
none are more under the law, considered as a rule of 
life, than those who are under grace. 1 Cor. ix .21. 
Hence it is evident that the law which all other men, 
that is, all that are in their natural state are under, 
muat'be the law or covenant of works. 

Q. Does men's situation under the dispensation 
of the gospel exempt them from their natural subjec- 
tion to the law, as a covenant before God? 

A. By no means ; for thev still continue to be un 
der the law, till they come to be under grace ; or they 
are under their first husband the Jaw, till they are 
married to Christ ; and insatated 111 another covenant. 

Q. Is it not inconsistent, to hold, that men are 
under the law as a covenant requiring them to work 
righteousness for their justi6cation ; and yet that they 
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are under the gospel dispensation requiring lliein to 
renounce their own righteousness, and trust only in 
Uie righteousness of another for tliiit purpose? 

A. There can he no inconsistency here, unbt.<s 
the law hnlh said that it cannot admit of a surety for 
the sinner, however sufficient, lint the law neither 
says nor ever did any so. It knew nothing of a sn;e- 
ty before the revelation of on-: in the gospel ; but it 
never excluded such n surety as God, in his infinite 
wisdom and grace, hai provided. To the sinner un- 
der tl 10 gospel dispensation the law says, either ans- 
wer my demands thyself, ■ or find nie a good and suf- 
ficient surety to answer them. 

Q Can any of fallen mankind answer dema- 
nds of the law or covenant of works? 

A No: the law require? a holy nature; but on 
account of Adam's first sin, the soul of man is now 
in its creation justly left without that righteousness 
which it had before the fall ; and our nature having 
no righteousness, is totally depraved. The law en- 
joins perfect holiness in all our thoughts, words and 
actions. But nothing truly holy can proceed t* cm 
a depraved nature: and therefore, whilst we are in 
our natural state, the imaginations of the thoughts of 
oar hearts are oaly evil co ttin.tally. The law dema- 
nds a satisfaction of infinite value for every nin on 
account of tie infinite evil of rin rs commit- 
e 1 against the infinite majesty and goodness 
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of God. But no suiTeiings of the sinner, lor the 
longest period of time, can he of infinite value; or ot 
any avail to procure Ins deliverance from the wrath of 
God. Hence the punishment of sin, which the law 
threatens, is everlasting punishment. 

Q Have sinners any ground to- hope, that the 
laws demands will be altered or set aside in their 
favour? 

A No; the law is cn exact representation of God's 
essential righteousness; and therefore it must be right 
■ for God to deal with sinners aecording to its demands. 
And shall not the judge of all the earth do right? 
Q. Is our condition, then, utterly desperate? 
A. It is so, if we continue under the law, or cov- 
enant of works. 

Q. Arc not men under the guilt and dominion of 
sin, while they are under that broken covenant? 

A. Yes; for the law is so far from making any pro 
vision for men's deliverance from sin, that it condemns 
every sinner to remain under spiritual death, that is, 
under the dominion of sin. Hence the apostle says,' 
"the strength of sin is the law." 1 Cor. xv. 56. 
Q. What is the guilt which they are undei? 
A. It ;s the obligation they arc under by the law 
of God to suffer his everlasting wrath as the just pun 
ishment of sin. 

Q. Can we conceive or express the greatness of 
the misery of those who suffer the wrath of God 
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of God in the oilier world? 

A. No; for who kno.veth the power of his wrath. 

Q. What is the reigning pawer which sin has over 
those who continue under the broken covenant? 

A It is the poirer which' sin exerts in those who 
serve it as their chosen lord and master; and in whom 
there is no contrary principle of spiritual life inclining 
th^m to what is spiritually good. 

Q What is the filth or pollution of sin? 

A Its contrariety to the holy nature and will of 
God. In this respect sin is that abominable thing 
which God hates, rendering us odious in his sight, 
;md incapable of communion with him. 



section i r. 

OF THE COVENANT OF GRACE, AND OF THK GOSPEL. 

■ 

Q. How may we be delivered from our perishing 
condition under tli^ covenant of woikti? 

A, By entering into the covenant of grace: for 
when we are under grace, we are iio more under the 
law Rom. vi. I4. 

Q. What is the covenant of grace? 

A. It is the Divine CDuneel,in which the three 
persons of the Godhead agreed to aU in distinct char 
acleis in the work of redemption. 
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Q. Does the scripture represent those Divine per 
pons as distinct parties in that covenant? 

Yes ; the two contracting parties are the first and 
second persons of the Godhead. The Father is rep- 
resented as making the covenant, Paaliii Ixxxix. 3. 
"I have made a covenant with my chosen one": -and 
the Son as undertaking to fulfil tho condition of 
it, and saying to the Father, as in xl. Psalm, Lo I 
come, I delight to do thy will", while the Holy spirit 
is a concurring party, undertaking to reveal thiscov- 
enant to the souls of men, and to make them actual 
partakers of its promised blessings. 

Q Whom did the Son represent in this cove- 
nant ? 

A. All tvho,;hnving be;n given to him by the Fa- 
ther, at last come to him ; and these only. 

Q. How does it appear that Chiist ;» the head 
and representative of his people in the covenant of 
grace? 

• A From his being called the Second man in oppo 
sition to the First man, 1 Corin. xv. 47.— from his 
bearing their name, as when he is called the seed of 
the woman, Gen. Hi. 15, and Israel, Isa. zlix 3— from 
their being said to have been crucified with him, Gal. 
ii. 20, and risen with him, Colosa. iii.l. 

Q. What is the proper condition of the covenant 
of grace? 

A, The righteousness wrought out by Jesus 
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Christ, as the lic.nl ami surety of his people. 

Q Is not this righteousness a complete answer to 
the threefold demand which the law of works has up 
on us? 

A. Yes, for it includes the holiness of his human 
nature, the obedience of his life, and the satisfaction 
which he gave to the justice of God for our sins, and 
his suffering unto death. 

Q. Why may we not allow taiih or believing in 
Jesus Christ, to be the proper condition of the cove- 
nant of glace? 

A. 1'eoause frith is n blessing promised in this 
covenant; and therefore id not its ciiidi'ion ; The pro- 
mise of faith wat- first made to Christ, it being includ- 
ed in that of Si'euig his seed; (he condition of which 
was his bearing their iniquities; find it is made to up in 
him, Zech. xii. 10. ' They shall look upon me whom 
they have pierced" ; and Math. xii. 21. 1 In his name 
shall the Gentiles trust." Again, faith h entering in 
to the covenant of grace; ;md therefore is not its con- 
dition, for our entering into any covenant or contract 
is quite different from the performance of its condi- 
tion. A covenant may be entered into; and yet its 
condition may never be fulfilled. 

Q. Is not the opinion that faith is the condition 
of the covenant of grace inconsistent with the nature 
and exercise of saving faith? 

A. Yes ; for true faith does not regard itself but 
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the righteousness of Christ, which it apprehends, as 
the true ground of its claim to the promised blessings 
of the new covenant, it* genuine language in plead- 
ing- for these blessings being that of David in Psalm 
Ixxi. 16. "I will make mention of thy righteousness 
even of thine only." 

Q. What is the leading promise of the covenant 
of grace? 

A. The promise of eternal life, I Jno. ii. 25. 'This 
is the promise, that he hath promised us even eternal 
life. 

Q. Are not many great and precious promises 
comprehended in that of eternal life? 

A. Yes; such as promises of pardon, Isa. xliii. 2o 
"I even I am he that blotteth out thy transgressions 
for mine own *ake, and will not remember thy sins." 
Jeri. xxxi. 34. "] will forgive their iniquities and re 

member their sins no more" ; Promises of the 

Holy Spirit, and of regeneration and Sanctification 
Hzek. xxxvi. 26. 27. "A new heart will I give you 
and a new spirit will 1 put within you. I will put 
my spirit within yon, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do 
them." Lev. xx. 8. "I an? the Lord who sanctified 
you; promise of Divine teaching, fsai, xxix. 19. The 
eyes of tlie blind shall sec out of obscurity", John.vi 
45- "It is wnt:en in the prophets, they shall be all 
taught of God." r H a. xlviii. 17 "I am the Lord thy 
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God who teaelieth thee to profit, who.leadeth th?,e hi 
the way , thai thou shouldst go ;" promises of spiritual 
strength, Zech- x. 12. "I will strengthen them in the 
Lord: they shall walk up and down in his name, 
faith the Lord." Jcel in. 16. ' "The Lord will be 
the hope of h'is people and the strength of the chil- 
dren of Israel." 

Q. What is the principal matter of the promise 
of eternal life? 

A. The promise of a God in Christ as our own 
God : which comprehends all that is for our present 
and eternal advantage, Jer. xxxi. 23. "This is the 
covenant that I will make with the house ot Israel, 
saith the Lord ; I will bo their God, and 'they shall 
be my people." 

Q. Is not the gospel of Christ preached to sin- 
ners, a proposal of God's free promise or grant of e- 
tenial life in Christ? A, Yes. 

Q. Where is this grant or promise expressly men- 
tioned? 

A. In John v. ii. This is God's record or testim- 
ony concerning his son. ihat he haili given us etern- 
al Kfe; and this life is in his Sou. He who believeth 
not this testimony tuaUcfi God a liar : in Acts ii. 39." 
where Peter says to his hearers indiscriminately, 
••The promise is to yen, and to your children and, 
as niiiny as the Lord our God shall c;ill : — and in 
Heb., iv. 1. where a promise of entering into God's 
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rtstis said to be left even to those who are in dan- 
ger of coining short of it :— and in other places of 
scripture. 

Q- Is not this promise or grant implied in all the 
doctrine of the gospel concerning the person, offices 
and righteousness of Jesus Christ? 

A Yes ; otherwise such doctrine would be no more 
good news to us than to the fallen angels. 

Q- What is the difference between the law and 
the gospel? 

A- The law has no promise to sinners ;but , as 
proposed to them, consists of commands and threaten- 
ings; whereaa the gospel, which strictly speaking, 
contains neither commands nor threatening?, consists 
not only of doctrine concerning Christ, but also of 
free promises, which are directed to sinners to be be- 
lieved, and which are all yea and amen in Christ Jesus. 
The Jaw says, do this and thou shalt live. The gospel 
says, the gift of God is eternal lite through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. In- the law God says, Thou has de- 
stroyed thyself: In the gospel he says, In me is thy 
help. 

Q- How is the law subservient to the gospel? 

A. In two ways: 1st, as it shews us our perishing 
condition without Clnisl: 2dly, as it binds us to be- 
lieve what God reveals, and to receive what he gives 
us freely in the gospel. Strictly speaking, all the call 
and invitation ia the word to come to Christ, belong 
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to the law- 

SECTION III. 

QV A SAVIKG IKTKRF.ST IN TIIK COVEHAKT OF GIMCE. 

Q. What is the mean by which sinners obtain a 
saving interest in the covenant of grace? 
A, Faith in Jesus Christ. 

Q. Does faitli take hold of the covenant of grace, 
in taking hold oi Christ? 

A. Yes ; for we have the whole of that covenant 
in him ; whose justice satisfying righteousness is the. 
fulfilled condition of it; in whom all the p;om : scH of 
it are yea and amen : and whom God gives to us as 
the all of the covenant, Isai. xlii. l> I will give him 
for a covenant for the people. 

Q. Why is faith, and not any other grace of the 
Spirit, the mean of our obtaining a saving interest in 
the covenant of grace? 

A. Our savins interest in it is obtained by means 
of faith ; only that it may appear to be of grace. 

Q How does it appear that our interest in this 
covenant, being obtained by faitli only, munt there- 
fore be Vy grace? 

A. Because faith brings nothing to Christ but sin 
awl emptiness, and takes him with all the blessings 
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of this covenant in him to itself, upon no other foot 
ing than the free grant and promise of the gospel. 
Rom. iv, I4. "Therefore it is of faith, that it may be 
by grace." 

Q Is this appropriating faith represented in scrip 
ture as the faith of God's people? 

A. Yes: the language of their faith is constantly 
such as that in Psa, xxxi. 14. "O Lord, I said, thou 
art my God": and in Acts; xv. 2. "We believe that 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we shall 
be saved." 

Q. Can sinners attain this faith by the exertion of 
their natural ability? 

A. They cannot come to Christ, John vi. 65. and 
they will not come to him. John v. 40. 

Q. Is not their natural inbred attachment to the 
way of doing for life, one principal cause ot their ina 
bility to believe? 

A. Yea; this legal disposition, the apostle tells us, 
was the great cause of unbelief amongst the Jews in 
his time, Rom. x. 3. 'They being ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves to the 
righteousness of God." 

Q. How is it possible, then, for sinners to believe 
in Jesus Christ to the saving of the soul? 

A. It is not possible, unless jt be given them on 
the behalf of Christ to believe, Phil. i. 29. "Saving 
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faith is an effect of supernatural grace, .and cf God's 
almighty operation, Eph. ii.8.Colo. ii. 12. 

Q. Is not the working of faitli in the hearts of 
sinners ascribed to each of the peisons in the Godhead? 

A. Yes; it is ascribed to the Father. John vi. 44. ; 
and to the Son, Song i. 4. John x. t6. but especially, 
according to the economy of redemption, to the Holy 
Spirit; who is called the Spirit of faith, 2Cor. iv. ] 5. 

Q. How doth the Holy Spirit work faith in the 
hearts of sinners? 

A. By convincing them of 1 he unspeakable misery 
oi their natual or unregenerate condition, in which 
they are without God and without hope; by enlight- 
ening them in the knowledge of the gospel, as a free 
grant or promise of Jesus Christ, lobe their right- 
eousness and salvation, and of God in him to be their 
God; and by determining them to receive Christ as 
their Saviour, and God in him as their God, upon 
the footing of that free grace or promise 

Q, What are some of the considerations that 
s-hould encourage every hearer of the gospel to essay 
the exercise of this faith? 

A. They ate such as these: t. That Jesus Christ 
is revealed as a remedy exactly adapted to the sinner's 
case, iCor. i. 3o.and this remedy is revealed to him as 
the free gift of God on purpose that the sinner may 
receive and apply it, John vi. 32. 2. That the gos- 
pel promise is directed to him, Acts ii. 39. 3. That 
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( i jfl t,al!s and commands him to beVieve in Christ. 1 
John iii. 23. 4 That the sinner hii3 now an oppor- 
tunity of hearing and understanding the word by 
which the Holy Spirit works faith in 119 immediately, 
Rom. x, I7. ns re works other gr:crf> and duties 
ua by faith. 5. That among otjier promises of God di- 
iccted to sinners it* the gospel, is the* promise of his 
I (ringing them to believe in Christ, Zech, xii lo. 
Matth. xii. 21. Zeph. iii. 12. This is also included in 
the promise of the new heart, and of the Holy Spirit, 
K'zek. xxxvi. 26, 27. 6. That he welcomes all sin- 
ners who arc coming to him, John vi. 37. That he is 
:i merciful and faithful High Priest, Heb. ii, 17. that 
ha* been found to be so by all that ever truly confi- 
ded in him alone, or looked to him for salvation ; none 
uf them having uvev been ashamed or disappomted s 
Iwa. xlv. 22. lioin. x. 11. 7. That we must essay to 
believe in Christ, before we can know, that the Holy 
Spirit does or will work faith in us j and that a sinner's 
essaying, as one deprived of all other help and relief, 
to believe in Jesus Christ, is one of the first signs of 
the beginning of that saving faith which h wrought 
in the heart by (he Holy Spirit, John iii. 8. 
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SECTION IV. 

OF THE NATLTltK OK OUR COVENANT OF DUTY. 

Q. Will not those who have taken hold of t\\a 
covenant of grace be disposed to give their ownselves 
to the Lord in a covenant of duty? 

A. Yes ; each of them is desiring to say, Oh 
Lord.'truly I am thy servant, I am thy servant: thou 
hast loosed my bonds. Psal. cxvi. 16. 

Q. How does our covenant of duty differ from 
the covenant of grace? 

A. They differ in several respect. 1 :: 1. The cove- 
nant of grace, as it stands fast with Christ, is the 
ground of our confidence before God; the ground of 
our hope of salvation : hut our covenant ofduty is 
not at all the ground of our hope. 2. The cov- 
enant of grace is our only security tor salvation: 
but our covenant of duty is a solemn and formal dec- 
laration of our gratitude and thankfulness for salvation 
already secured. 3. Our covenant ofduty differs from 
the covenant of grace, as any ad or deed differs from 
the ground on which it proceeds: for the covenant of 
grace is the ground of our covenant of duty. In the 
covenant of grace revealed in the gospel dispensation, 
God is saying, I will be your God: upon this ground, 
we in our covenant ofduty, vouch the Lord to be our 
G od. In the covenant of grace, God say:,, ye shall be 
my people ; I will cause you to walk in My statutes ; 
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and ye shall keep my judgements, nod do them Upon 
t : his grouud we engage m our covenant ofduty to be 
the Lord's, to walk in his statutes to keep his judg- 
ments, and do them. 4. It differs from the ■"covenant 
ot gr.ee m the same manner M ,he hearing of the 
word, prayer, and other means, which the Lord 
makes use of in the administration of that covenant 
d .ffor from it ; our covenant of duty being a mean of 
God s appointment, for promoting a 8€118e Q f. our 
own weakness, and of our absolute need of the 
grace and strength promised in the new covenant,* 
order to the acceptable preformance ot duty 5 Our 
covenant of duty and gratitude is frequently broken 
and needs to be renewed: But the covenant of «race 
can neither he broken nor renewed. 

Q. Is vowing to the Lord different in its nature 
from our entering into a covenant ofduty and grati- 

A. By no mea USi for when a person vows, he ac- 
knowledges Lord to be bis God; and makes a 
•solemn promise to him. Pic does nothing l ess in vow- 
ing and he does nothing more in covenanting. 

Q. Does not a person do something more, when 
he accompanies his vow. with an oath? 

A. He does nothing more than what is necess- 
an y implied m every vow to the Lord: for we cannot 
make a vow to the heart-searching God. in which we 
do not tacitly, if not formally, appeal to him as to our 
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.sincerity in doing so. Hence the expressions vowinsf 
to the Lord, and swearing to him, arc used indiffer- 
ently to denote the same exercise. Thus in the 19th 
chapter of Isaiah, what is called swearing to the Lord 
i;> the 18th ve/se, is called vowing to hhn in the 21st. 
When David swore to the Lord, lie vowed to the 
mighty God of Jacob, Psal. exxxii . 

Q. Is not such covenanting implied in prayer 
:i:ul other religions duties'] 

A. Yes ; when we call God our Father, and pray, 
that by his giace we may be enabled to senelum, our 
exercise implies a resolution and promise to serve him 
in the strength of that grace, as his obedient children. 
Our baptism includes an engagement to he the Lord's 
and a like engagement is implied in the communion 
we profess to have with Christ at his table. ' 

Q. Is there not also a distinct and formal cove- 
nanting, which is, on some occasions, our duty? 

A. Yes ; such was the vowing of Jacob at Bethel, 
Ger». xxviii. 30. and such was that of David, Psalm 
cxix. 106. . 

Q. What are some of the circumstances that render 
our covenanting distinct and formal? 

A They are such as these: The setting apart of 
some time expressly for prayer and covenanting ; a 
particular form of words containing our solemn cove- 
naiit-or.gngemenis ; the i'cim of an oath; subscribing 
with the hand ; the specifying in our engagement, of 
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-some pa,iicula, truths of God opposed, or duties „„, 
jecled, or sins prevailing, which J iave ljeoil) who „ v ^. 
partly, the occasion of our covenanting ; a reference to 
former solemn covenant-engagements, the recognV 
mg or renewing of which is one- end of our covenant- 
mg. 

Q. Are all these particulars necessary h, every in- 
stance of covenanting? 

A.., Though thsy are all sufficiently warranted bv 
the examples of covenanting recorded in scripture- 
yet we .lo.not say ; that they are ail equally necessarv 
|i every mstance of it. The form of an oath, partieu"- 
iarly, seems to be more uecassary in public than in 
pe;spnal covenanting. " ' 

Q. What, is personal covenanting? , 
A. It is the distinct exercise of a person in givin^ 
tM.nself to the Lord as his God in Christ, and en^T 
mg to. walk m h ls ways, upon the ground of theVel- 
promise of the covenant ot grace, while he is ponrino 
oi)L his heart in prayer, having set apart some time 
expressly for. that purpose, 

Q. What is public or social covenanting? 
A. It is, that covenanting m wliich a number of 
people join publicly. Such was the covenanting of . 
Israel at Iloreb, and about thirty nine years afterwards 
in the plains of Moab ; and, also a little before the 
death ofJosiah;iii the icigns, too, of Asa,Joash and 
Josiah ; and in the time of Nebemiah, Exod. xxiv 7 
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Daut. xxix. 12. Josh. xxi. 2.). 2. Chron. 12 
xxxiii. 31. Nehem.ix: 38. x'. 28- 29. 

Q. May not this public covenanting, be called na- 
tional. 

A. Yes; when the generality of the nation join 
in it. Simli w:w the covenanting of tlie Jewibb people 
in the examples now referred to. Such was the co\- 
wanting of the people of Scotland in the years 1581. 
1590, 1638, and lt>3«. Such was the covenant- 
ing in the year 1643, when the solemn league and 
covenant was taken and subscribed by nil ranks in 
Scotland and England ; and in the year 1648. when 
\he solemn league was renewed, with an acknowk-g- 
ment of *ins mid engagement to duties, by all ranka 
in Scotland. 

q Was it a peculiarity of tlie Old Testament ow- 
peiisation, that the covenant engagements, which I he 
children of Israel entered into, was binding upon thor 
posterity? 

A. There is no reason for such an opinion: loi a 
solemn covenant-engagement to religion a,1<i reform- 
ation according to the word of God, having been on- 
U-ved into by a nation professing to belong to the 
church of God, id binding upon posterity ; because 
the parties still subsist, the most high God being the 
one party, ami the society which dies not, but contin- 
ues in the succession of its members, being the other 
party; and because it binds us to do no duty, to pur- 
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s.ie no end, but as we are, bound by the the moral law, 
These reasons appear to be sufficient to infer the obli" 
gation of .such eoveia lt-engagomeits upo.i posterity 
now, as well as under the Old Testament. 

Q. May not a society annul such constitutions as 
have been made in former generations? 

A. With regard to constitutions that respect the 
society itself alone; and those objects only which are 
ever in its own power; the members are at liberty, at 
any time, to change them when they find that such an 
alteration would conduce to the good of the whole. 
But the case of such constitution, is immensly different 
from that of the covenant-engagements now described; 
which are founded oil the express command of God, 
and regard the rights ot others, even those of God 
himself, which can never, without the grossest impie- 
ty and blasphemy, be smd to beat the disposal of any 
society. 

Q. If the majority of the nation disown the obliga- 
tion of a covenant -engagament which thwr ancestors 
had entered into for religion and reformation; is it war- 
rantable for the minor part who own that obligation, to 
leiew the engagement? 

A. It is not only warrantable, but their indispen- 
sable duty: the people of JudaJi did well in renewing 
their covenant, though the ten tribes who are under 
the same covpnant obligations, refused to concur with 
them. The following words of the General Assembly 
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ni the church of Scotland, in an exhortation to their 
brethren in England, in 1649, are excellent to this pur- 
pose : "Although there were none in the one kingdom 
v. ho did adhere to the covenant; yet thereby were not 
the other kingdoms, nor any person in either of them, 
absolved from the bond hereof- since in it we have not 
only sworn by the Lord; but also covenanted with him 
Is is not the failing of one or more, that can absolve 
others from their duty or tij to him. —The covenant 
being intended and entered into by these kingdoms, 
as one of the best means of steadfastness, for guarding 
against declining times; it were strange to say that the 
backsliding of any should absolve others from the tie 
thereof." Agreeable to this doctrine, the people of 
Scotland, in I648, had renewed the solemn league 
and covenant, though the English refused to join with 
them. 



SFCTION V. 

ui-- THE WARRANTS FOB PUBLIC COVENANTING UNDER 
THB NEW TESTAMENT. 

ARTICLE I. 

Covenanting warranted by divine commands. 
Q. Does God in his word command his people to 
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join in distinct and public covenanting? 

A. 5Tes ; we have an express command to vow to 
ImninPsal. Ixxvi. II. Vow and pay unto the Lord 
your God. 

Q. How does it appear that the vowing here en- 
joined is .ut peculiar ro the Oil Testament dispeiisa- 
tioir? r 

A. Because this vowing to the Lord is enjoined oq 
the church in general; as the indispensable duty of 
all the members, of all that are round about him. But 
the vowing which was peculiar to the Old Testament 
dispensation, (such as that of the Nazarite, who vow- 
ed that no razor should comejon his head and that 
he should drink no wine,) was'never enjoined on the 
church in general: it was at the option of persons cit- 
her to enter into euch a vow or not. The only vow- 
ing which was ever the common duty of church mem- 
bers was that which Moses describes as the whole 
import of the covenanting of Israel,— Deut. xxvi. 17, 
that is, tiie duty of avouching the Lord to be their 
God and of engaging to walk in his ways, to keep 
his statutes and his cororoandemente, and his judg- 
ments, and to hearken to his voice ; a duty which is 
no other than such an acknowledging ot the Lord to 
be our God, and such an endeavouring to worship 
and glorify him accordingly, as is required in the first 
commandment. 

If the rowing hereccnimau.ded, had been peculiai to 



erved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 



31 

the Jewish church, then this coram :irul must have be- 
longed either to the judicial or to the ceremonial 
law. Vowing to the Lord is a. solemn act of religious 
worship; and therefore this command could not be- 
long to the judicial law ; for that law regulated civil 
affairs, and not the form of religions worship Nor 
could it belong to the ceremonial law; since, as we- 
have just now observed, there was no vowing, that 
could be pretended to be ceremonial, ever enjoined 
upon the church in general, as the common duty of 
its members. 

Q. How does it appear that this command is not 
to be restricted to personal voying? 

A. That it cannot be so restricted appears, 1st. 
From the nature of vowing to the Lord ; in which 
there is nothing that requires the command concern- 
ing it to be limited to personal vowing; more than 
there it- in the nature of prayer, that requires the com- 
i.iand concerning it to be limited to secret prayer. As 
a nnmbtr of persons may join in fasting and prayer, 
so they so may join in vowing or covenanting, while 
there is nothing to be found either in the matter or 
the manner of it, but what is warranted by God's 
word. And his law, which is exceeding broad, binds 
U3 to embrace every opportunity of performing such 
duties in public and social, as well as in a private and 
personal capacity. 2dly. That this command ought 
not to be restricted to private vowing, appeasr from its 
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connexion with the rest of the 76th Psalm ; which is 
a remarkable celebration of the public privileges and 
puliic deliveiances of the church, and from its direc- 
tion to the professing people of God in general: since 
the consideration of these two things, leads us to con- 
clude, that the vowing and the other duties inculca- 
ted in this psalm, are rather public, than private or 
personal. 

Q. Do we not sufficiently obey this command by 

partaking of the sacraments of baptism and the Lord's 
supper? 

A. If a person neglect formal and stated prayer, 
it cannot be said, that he sufficiently obeys the com* 
mand of God to pray, because he meditates and has' 
pious ejaculations, in which some exercise of prayer 
is, included. In like manner, if we neglect distinct 
formal vowing to the Lord, we do not sufficiently 
obey his command about tin's matter, by partaking of 
the sacraments in which vowing is implied. Ordina- 
nces ought to be distinctly observed, when the prim- 
ary end of them is different. But this is the case with 
the sacraments and public covenanting; the primary 
end of the former being to signify and seal what God 
gives to us, -that is, Christ and the benefits flowing 
tiom his death and resurrection: and that of the lat- 
ter, being to declare in a solemn and explicit manner, 
what we resolve through his promised grace to give 
him, namely; ourselves and our endeavours to walk 
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in his ways. Our partaking of the sacraments snp- 
poses our mutual confidence in one another, as to our 
resolute adherence to those particular truths of Christ, 
which are at present in a special manner, the word 
of hi9 paiience ; but pirblic covenanting, as ; t speo'fiea 
these truth-*, has a peculiar tendency to ascertain and 
establish such mutual confidence. After all; when the 
Lord Christ h:tth appointed us to acknowledge our- 
selves to be his rn various ways ; and whe:i there is 
sufficient evidence that social and public vowing is 
one of thone ways ; is it not presumptuous in encli 
poor short-sighted creatures a* we are, to judge and 
determine it to l>e superfluous and unnecessary? In 
fine, vowing was as much implied in eircumu-'sion, 
and the passover under the Old Testament, as it is in 
baptism :ind the Lord's supper; and thereloic it the 
command to vow to the Lord, was not in all cures 
s fficicntly obeyed by partaking of the sacraments 
then, neither is suffciently obeyed by partaking of 
them now. 

Q. Is the command in Jer. iv. (>. "Thou shalt 
swear the Loid liveth in truth, in judgment, and in 
righteousness," to be understood as comprehending 
the duty of public and joint covenanting? A. Yes, 

Q. How does it appear, that the command to 
swear, the Lord liveth. is lightly understood as ;t 
command to practise public covenanting'? 

A. One who says the Lord liveth. professes the 
true religion, or his belief of whatever the Lord has 
revealed concerning himself as the living God: Hius 
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*he„ h e says iujer. xiiv. 26. My name shall no more 
be named by any man of Judah in all the land of 
fcfflTf, saying The Lord liveth; the meaning is, 
that there sl.ould be none of the Jews professing the 
true religion left in that land. If then, sayinc The 
Lord hveth, means, maki <g a profession of region ■ 
«l.en ,t mil follow, that swearing, The Lord liveth ' 
"nans, the making of tluU profession with the <olem- 
nuy of an oath. Professor, of the true religion are 
desenbed in Zepl, iii. 5 . a8 thoae who ^ 
swear by the Lord ; in the original who swear to the 
Lord- allndmg to the public covenanting ,„ therein 
ot Josiah, when Zephaniah prophecied. 

Q. Is the duty of swearing, The Lord liveth 
here enjomed upon his people in their united capac- 
ity? v 

A. Yes: in the first verse, he calls Judah , that is 
Ins church to return to him : and in the second verse' 
continu.ng to speak to Judah, he savs, Thou shali 
Mvear, The Lord liveth. They were in this solemn 
manner to join together as church in returning to him 
Q. Are there any intimations in the New Testa- 
ment of this duty? 

A. It is certainly implied in various passagesof the 
New Testament ; particukaly, Math. v. 33 whe-e our 
Saviour approves this saying, Thou shalt perform un- 
to die Lord thine oaths ; as an important part, though 
not the whole of the meaning of the third command- 
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rnent; and, while he shews, that nil frivolous and 
unnecessary oaths are sinful, he in timates that there 
are oaths, the swearing of which is a part of religious 
worship, *n which we give God the glory due to his 
name. Such are the oaths which are to be performed 
to the Lord. The oaths here meant arc promissory 
oatha : not only those which are sworn by him as the 
witness of them ; but also those which are sworn to 
him as the party to whom they are made. And there 
appears to be no reason for excluding our public and 
joint vows, as if they were not amongst the oaths 
which we are to perform to the Lord. It may he said 
to every person who joins in the public swearing of 
a solemn covenant engagement, It is thy onfch: und 
therefore the use of the personal pronoun in the sing- 
ular number, can be no objection to the sense in 
which we understand this expression. Nor can the 
solemn and joint manner in which a people present 
themselves to the Lord in public covenantin g, be just- 
ly excluded fiom the impoit of the apostle's exhorta- 
tion in Koni. xii. 1. "I beseech you brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies, a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your rea- 
sonable service." ' Here it is nec3ssary to observe, 
that the the sacrifices presented to God under the 
law, were both private and public. The private were 
those presented to him by individuals in their person-, 
al capacity - such as, the trespass-offering, *the offering 
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for cleansing from the leprosy, the offering for a wo 
ma„ after child-bearing. The public sacrifices were 
o.Tered m the name of Israel in their united rapadtv 
*«ch as, the daily morning and evening sacrifice; those 
that w,re appointed to be offered at the new moons 
at feast of unleavened bread, at the feast of tabernac' 
les, and on the day of expiation. Now, the apostle 
>s justly considered as exhorting us to p ieS ent oursel- 
ves to the Lord, not only in personal covenanting, as^ 
an IsMehte presented his private sacrifice- but a£>i„ 
solemn joint covenanting; as the offering of all Israel 
was presented to God in public sacrifices. It is worthy 
of our observation, that some of the words here used 
by the apostle, are peculiarly adapted to express a P ub- 
I. : and jo.nt presenting of ourselves to the Lord 
1 hough .tis the whole man that We are to present to 
him; yet the apostle exhorts us to present our bodies 
to him; and ,t » obvious, that the bodv i s of greater 
consideration in the public, than in the private exerci- 
ses of rehg.on. Again, though h 1S exhortation is dire- 
cted to many, and he calls them to present their bodies 
to the Lord; yet he does not represent these bodies 
as many saenfices; but as one sacrifice; because in this 
act they are co nsidered as one body presented to the 
Lord In a similar manner, the unity of Christians is re- 
presented m their partaking of the Lord's aupper. xCor 
*■ i7. We being many, are one bread and one body-' 
for we are all packers of that one bread. In fine, the 
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public covananting of which we speak, is -id other 
than a distinct, open find solemn manner of ;onfessing 
Christ before men : a duty of so much importance, 
that he represents it as connected with his confessing 
of us before his Father who is in heaven, Matth. x. 
32. To confess Christ is to confess his truths and or- 
dinances, especially those that are meeting with opp 
osition and reproach: and therefore Christ is most pro • 
periy confessed, when such truths and ordinances are 
most expiicity and solemnly acknowledged, as is dnue 
in public covenanting. 

Q. Is not such vowing to God agreeable to the 
light of nature. 

A. Undoubtedly, for as we absolutely depend on 
God for our being, and all the gocd we eijjoy, either 
as in dividuals, or as united in society; so we ought 10 
be entirly subject to liim, and to profess our subjection 
to be him in both these capacities. Nor can the prof- 
ession our ot subjection to hirr. be roo public or expli- 
cit. " God hath not only made you, '* said Epictetus, a 
heathen philosopher, but hath bes:owedall liig benefits 
upon .you. To this God, ye ought to swear, as the sol- 
diers do to Caesar. " 



ARTICLE. II. 



Covenanting warranted by the approved examples of 
it recorded in Scripture. 
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I *i„ Q ; ?? w d r h appear ' that the exam P ie * ^ di«. 

I tii ct and [ formal covenanting under the Old Teslam. 
j ent > a,, e tor our imitation! 

I 8i dt«L a . lw t,,at thoy ^ so - *- *~ «- 

I What is the first 0 f them? 

I A. It ^thecoiwideiationofthenatureofthepul). 
j ' lC wve ^n(. ng of Israel. te being nothing more ihan 
an avouching of the Lord to be theirGo 7 t ZZnZ 
S C T"° sT V n MS ™— and ordUat 

peuuie ant-* account t,mt MoBes *<> «» 

; people of then- covenantmg. Th ou ha 8t this day, 8a : d 
ho to 8 ,ae .vouched the Loid to be thy God and 
" Va!k V 1 to keep his statuses, ond his 

1 -"-"dmcuts^ndhisju^aenu, and tohearko 
\ ? * I V ° ;ce - D ^ "vi. 17. Thus it is evident 
j hat hen- covenanting w«« c f a moral nature ; and 
, therefore it ls proper for our imitation 

Q. But did not ih* I 8rae i iteSj ia theh . coy 
: ing, engage to obaarvr the ceremonial l aw ? 

, than ,t follows, that wrought not imitate then- practice 
of prayina because they prayed for grace to ^ 

al duties. It ia evident, that the nature of covenaa- 

novahT 7^ Jt » * tm > « touching ofTe- 
hovah to be the God of his people, and eng^g to 
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walk in his' ways; though sometimes one thing, some 
times .moth or. according to tlie varying situation and 
circumstances of the clmrcii, might bs specified in the 
form of the solemn engagement- It is proper and 
necessary now to enter into a solemn covenant-enga- 
gement, to continue steadfast m the observation of the 
ordinances of the New Teatainenl. as<t was anc ent- 
ly to do so with regard to those of Old. 

Q. What is the second consideration that serves 
to shew that the examples of covenanting under the 
Old Testament, are proper for our imitation? 

A. It is this, that those particulars in their public 
covenanting, which rendered it distinct and formal, 
are proper for our imitation. 

Q. What were these particulars? 

A, They were such as the following: 1. The 
form of an oath, which was a solemn appeal made 
by the covenanters to God ao to their sincerity in 
avouching the Lord to be their God, and in promis- 
ing to walk in his ways, An oath may be as necess- 
ary for (lie honor of God and for our own and neicrh- 
bonr'egood, in matters of religion, ;is in civil matter* ; 
and as necessary now under the New Testament, as 
ever it was under the Old : in which case, the use of 
it is a mora'[du v y required by the third commandment 
In the examples of public covenanting we find the 
form of an 01th often mentioned as belonging to the 
solemnity of that work. When Israel, in the plains 
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of Moab, entered into covenant w k\ t the Lord their 
God, they entered into his oath, Deut. xxix. 12 In 
he time of A«, they sware unto the Lord with a 
ond v 0l ce, J Chron, xv. u. and in Nehemiah'. 
tim e, they OT t««d into a and into an oath 
Nehennah x 29. 2. A form of words, which not 
only contained in general their profession of faith and 
their engagement of duty, but also spewed certain 
particular truths or duties, which had been neglect- 
ed or opposed ; and to the profession and practice of 
winch they, now became expressly engaged Thus 
>n the covenant entered into in Neliemialfs time se- 
veral particulars were specified, such, as their not in-' 
rennarrjing with the heathens around them, refusing 
to buy wares or any victuals on the Sabbath ; forbear 
ing the rigorous exaction of.debte, and observing the 
rest of the seventh year. 3. A reference to forme- 
covenant-engagements, solemnly acknowledging the 
obligation of them ; and confessing ihair sins as 
breaches of them, as well as of the divine law.. Thus 
the purport of the covenant which the people entered, 
into m the reign of Asa, was to seek the Lord God of 
their fathers ; and in the covenanting of Josinh'a reign 
Ihe mhabiiants of Jerusalem did accoidfng to the co- 
venant of God, the God of their fathers. Why says 
the church in Malawi's time, do we deal treacherous 
ly by prophaning the covenant of our Fathers? 2 
Chron. xv 12. xxxiv. 32. Malachi ii. lo. 4 The sub- 
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scripuon of the form ol words containing their solemn 
proffession and engagement. We have a remarkable 
instance of sealing or subscribing the covenant in 
Nehemiah's time. In the tenth chapter of his book, 
we have first a list of eminent persons who sealed or 
subscribed ; and then it is added, tint the rest of the 
people subscribed, the priests, iheLevites, the porters 
thn singers, the Nethinims, and all that had separated 
themselves from the people of the lands, unto the law 
of God, their wives, their sons and their daughters, 
every one having knowledge arid having understand- 
ing Thus there was an accompl'shment of the ] runise 
in Isa. xlvi. 5. One shall subsctibe with the hand 
unto the Lord. 5. Their setting apart a d:iy for that 
purpose of public covenanting, different from any day 
appointed for solemn worship by the law of Moses. 
1'h us if we compare the last verse of the 8th chapter 
ofNehemiah with the first part of the 9th, chapter, 
after the people had been keeping the feast of the tab- 
ernacles seven days, the first ot which was the fifteen 
th day ot the seventh mjiith, Levit. xxiii. 3 1, and 
the last the twenty first ; — and after there had beer, a 
solemn assembly according t«» the manner on the 
eighth day of the feast, being the the twenty second 
of that month ; they did on the twenty fourth observe 
a solemn fast, for which there was not any appointm- 
ent in the law of Moses ; in the close of which they 
solem nly ren ewed their covenant with the Lord ; 
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shewing here by that they did not renew it as a Je- 
wish church ; but under the character, common to the 
Old and New Testament- dispensation, of .1 church or 
professing people. Lastly, they who joined in the 
covenanting of Israel, were not limited to persons of 
a particular office or tribe; but all chiirch-raembeis ; 
t l ie people iu general, their wives, their sons, and 
their daughters, every one having knowledge and 
having understanding. 

With regard to these particulars, it is evident, that 1 
they are all as competent to the church of God now 
ah they were under the old Testameni, and that the 
examples of covenanting thus characterised, are ma- 
itifestly proper for our imitation. 

Q. What is the third consideration, from which it 
appears, that the examples of covenanting recorded 
in the history of the Old Testament, are proper for 
our imitation? 

A. It is this, that. we have an approved instance 
lecorded in the New Testament of the actual imitat- 
ion of these examples by the churches of Macedonia : 
which are said in 2 Cor. viii.5. To have given their 
ownnelves to the Lord. This giving of themselves 
to the Lo-d, was not as the apostle? hoped ; it was 
mote tha 1 they expected, and therefore it cannot be 
understood of the profession which the Macedonians 
made of subjection to the Lord in hearing the word 
and receiving the sacraments: for there could be no 
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chureh from which the observation of these ordinan- 
ces was not expected. Nor can it mean their devot- 
ing a part of their Bubstancte to the. use of the pooi; 
saints: for the dedicating of themaelvefl to the Lor<J. 
is plainly distinguislied-^rbra the dedicating of their,, 
substance to liiin: they first did the former, and then 
the latter. In sliortj there is no necessity for suppo-* 
ing any other duty to be here meant by the express- 
ion, they first gave their ownselves to the Lord, than 
rtiich a solemn, joint and formal giving of themselves 
to him, as exactly corresponded with the coven- 
anting of Israel under the Old Testament; ns th:it was 
an avouching the Lord to be their God, and a joining 
themselves to the Lord, Deut. xxvi' 17. Jurem. 1, 5. 
The performance of this duty by the churches of Mac- 
edonia was unexpected by the apostles; because these 
churches had set about it according to the will of God 
declared concerning it in the Old Testament scriptures, 
without waiting for any new or express direction conc- 
erning it from the apostles. The occasion of their co- 
venanting appears bom v. 2 and 3, as connected with 
v. 5, to have been, their sense of the difficulty, whilst 
they were in deep poverty, of discharging the duty of 
ministering to ihe reliel of the poor saints.- 

Q, But may it not be said, that this passage does 
not afford an example of public covenanting as now 
practised, because swearing is not mentioned in it? 

A. It may as well be said, that the covenanting of 
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Israel at Horeb, or that of Judah, in the reign of Josi- 
ah, wa>* no example of ,sach covenanting, because 
swearing is not mentioned in the account of either of 
these instances: it^may as well be said that we are not 
to understand the expression in. Acts. xx, 7.- the disci- 
ples came together to break bread, as it is usually un - 
derstood, of the celebration of the Lord's supper, be 
cause the cup is not mentioned. The truth is, we 
navf here an eximple of a people vowing or devoting 
I themselves publicly to the Lord: in which acts the sub" 

I stance of an oath, or an appeal to God as to their sin- 
cerity, is implied: and the warrantableness ot adding 
the form of an oadi ( wliich cannot be pretended to be 
$ any peculiarity of the Old Testament) is plain from 

I other places of scripture; and indeed from the nature 
of the case. 
Q. Does this etample afford any plea for the 
I chureh -covenant used by some Independents? 
i A. Not atall: for t : ie churches. of Macedonia were 
( fllre »dy constituted, when they gave their ownselves to 
the Lord: but the Iudependents use their churches. 
Again, several churches., that is, people forming seve- 
ral worshiping assemblies, (which might be under sev- 
eral sessions, presbyteries or synods) in Macedonia, 
joined in giving their ownselves to Lord: whereas the 
Independent church-covenant is peculiar to one 'con- 
gregation or assembly that meets ordinal ily for public 
worship, assuming to itself all church-power, unconn- 
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nected in order and "^discipline, with any other cliurch j 
The covenanting of the Macedonians was occasionl 
for if it had been a stated duty it could not have been 
unexpected by the apostles. But with the Independ- 
ents, it is a stated rule, to require persons to enter into 
their church covenant in order to communion in seal- \ 
ing ordinances. 



ARTICLE III. > 

Covenanting warranted by Divine prophecies respect 
mg New Testament times. 

Q. May we conclude, that an action ia lawful or j 
warrantable, because it is foretold in scripture? \ 
A. By no means; some of the worst actions have ; 
been toretold; such as, that of the Jews in putting ouv j 
Saviour to death, that of Judas in betraying him, and j 
the antUclnistian apostacy. | 
Q. In what respect then do the prophecies of cov- j 
enanting, that v as to take place under the New Test \ 
an; it dispensation, afford us a warrant tor the | 
practice of it? 

A. In the same respect in which the scripture exam- 
ples do so; for the instances of covenanting foretold in 
the prophecies, as well as those related in the history 
of scripture, belong to the approved 'practice of the 
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church h returning to the Lord 

Q. \V;ut are so-niof the pusa:^ of scripture prop 
hecy <n which it ia foretold that public covenanting 
should 1 e attended to, and practised in New Testam- 
ent times? 

A. They are such as the following: IsaC xix. 18, 21. 
In that day, shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak 
the language of Canaan, and swear to the Lord of 
hosts. Yea, they shall vow a vow to the Lord, and 
shall peform it. * Isai. xliv. 5. One shall say, lam 
the Lord's: and another shall call himself by the 
name of Jacob: and another shall subscribe with his 
hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by the 

* Some have supposed that this prophecy received 
its :ic;;o:n?lishnienr, when Onias, a Jewish priest, 
about 149 years before Christ, obtained a licence 
from Ptolimy, Phiiometor and Cleopatra, to build a 
temple for the Jews in Egypt, like the temple at Jerus- 
alem. There were continual feuds between the dispe- 
rsed Jews and the Sarmaritans, on account of the diffe- 
rent rites used in their respective synagogues. Onias, 
in order to extinguesh these animosities, proposed 
that his temple should be common to both parties 
His temple, however, was no more the accomplishm- 
ent of this prophecy of Isaiah, than Ishraeal was the 
blessed seed promised , to Abraham. , Oniai's temple 
was for the use of the dispersed Jews; but this pro- 
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name of Israel: f I a a, xl / 23, 24, I have sworn by my- 
self, the word 19 gone out of my mouth in righteous 
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A. It nppenrs from the various "events, which are 



ness, and shall not reftirn that unto me every knee j connected in these prophecies with the vowiog or 
shall bow, every tongue shall swear. Surely shall one j covenanting foretold in them ; and winch-sufficiently 



say. In the Lord hive I righteousness and strength 
Zech. xiii, 9. They shall say The Lord is my God. 

Q, How does it appear that the vowing or cove- 
nanting foretold in these passages was To fake place 
under the New Testament-dispensation? 



phecy treats of the worship, not of the Jews in 
Egypt, but of the Egyptians themselves converted to the true 
faith. Again, the profession of religion here described is 
pure and agreeable to the scripture: it is the language of Ca- 
naan, founded in a true(knowkdge of Jehovah. 

But the scheme of Onias was for communion v/itli the 
Samaritans, who were gross apostates from the true religion; 
and for an agreement with them in forsaking the tempJeof 
Jerusalem, and insetting up another altar than that which 
God had appointed for the offering of sacrifices. Levit.xvii. 
6, 7, Joshua xitii F 29. 2 Chron. vi. S. See Vitirings on Isai. 

xix. 

t The expression in this text, one and another, are not 
understood of different forms of profession: It is .still the 
same word in the original, referring to the same party, am- 
plifying the same profession, 

Mr, Morrison's seimons on covenanting. 



j tndicnlt' the, time of the New Testament-dispensation. 
I Such us. 1st, the eathibuni ofJesis Christ in the 



i gospel, and its ordinances among' the Egyptians.* 
; In this sense there was to be an altar in the midst of 
; the hind of Egypt. Christ is the altar on which our 
^ persons aid services are offered up and made accept 
;djle to God. We have an altar, says the apostle, 
3 t-ven Jesus Christ, through whom our spiritual sacrifi- 
ces are acceptable to God. Heb. xiii. 10.1 Pet. ii. 
. o. The altar that was to be in Egypt cannot be un- 
derstood literally of a material altar ; for we do not 
j tiud, that, after the time of Solomon, God ever allow 
j<?d such an aluu to be made, or sacrifices of animals 
\ to be offered, in any other place than Jerusalem. 
2dJy. The taking, away of the middle wall of partition 
between Jews and Gentiles, and the establishment of 
a spiritual communion among the people ol all nations. 
This is signified by In-at-I being the third with Egypt 
and Assyiia, and by the Assyrians coming ioto Egypt 
jand the Egyptians into Assyria. This is manifestly 



\ ■ * The Egyptians being among the first enemies of Israel , 

■may be considered as representing the Gentiles in general. 

i 
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a 1 distinguishing character ot the New Tcsiamenf- 
dispensntion.f Hut this was to ben time of vovin 
and swearing to the Lord of hosts. Hdly. 'tlie J 
more plentiful out-pouring of the Holy Spirit, which jj 
is another distinguishing character of the New Test j 
araeiit'diipeasation. John viii. 3 39. wherfi it is int- 
imated, ' that tha time, in. which the Spirit in his gifts i 
and graces should be given more abundantly, was to | 
be aftei the glorification of Jesus. Accordingly "the 
Lord promises to bring hia church to the practice of j 
distinct and public covenanting ; to say, We are -/he j 
Lord's ; to subscribe with the hand unto the Lotd, \ 
and to surname themselves by the name of Iwar 1, when \ 
he should pour waters on him that is thirsty, and floods 
on the dry ground ; when he should pour his Spirit up- ; 
0 ti the seed of the chuich, and h's hlessiugupon heroffsp- 
j^nglfa. xliv. 3, 4, 5. 4lhlyihe exaltation of Christ in lm- ; 
man nature ,and God's givnghim a name which is above 
ev^ry name, to this end, that at the. name of Jesus every 1 
It nee should how, -and every tongue confess. This is the | 
distinguishing character of the time in which believers | 
a re to profess their faith in him, as the Lord their right j 
gousness and strength, with the solemnity of an oath- j 

j 

f It is remarkable that the phrase in that day, which j 
is often used in promise that respect New Testament j 
times, is repeated in Isa. xix. from the 18th to the 1 
£ 5th verse, no less than five times. j 
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! Isa. xlv. 23, 24. compared with Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11. 
Q. Is it necessary to understand the expressions 
used in these prophecies of joint and formal covenan- 
ting? , 

A. Yes: if it is necessary to adhere to the native 
and literal meaning of the words, vowing, swearing 
and subscribing w.ith the hand unto the Lord; and 
to allow fl at ih<y b^ar no oilier sense in these prop- 
heces, than thai which they bear in the historical )<■- 
lution of the practice of the Old Testament church. 
And that it is necessary to do so, must be admitted, 
unless it could, be shewn, that -ou) j understnding 
these terms literally in the passages under consldera 
tion, would be inconsistent with the scope and conn - 
exion of these passages, or with the doctrine taught 
in other places of scripture. That it is not disagree- 
able to the scope and connexion of these passages, to 
understand the terms already mentioned literally, 
will appear by an impartial review of the passages 
themselves. Let us consider, for example, howthejse 
terms are used in the 19th chapter of Isaiah. Tim 
vowing there fore told, cannot mean euch as is impli- 
ed in prayer, or in the use of the facramenls ; for, ac- 
cording to the context, it is . such vowing as has the 
formality of an oath ; it is a swearing to the Lord of 
liosts. Nor is it barely a profession of the true relig- 
ion, that is intended, by swearing to the Lord ; for 
that is signified by speaking the language of Canaan; 
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as the expression, a pure language, must be under- 
stood in Zepli. iii. 9. So th.it it is here foretold, th:it 
God would have in Egypt and in other Gentile na- 
tions, ii professing people, who should avow their 
adherence to the true religion with the solemnity of a 
formal oath. And that our adhering to the litetal 
meaning of the terms now specified, as they are used 
in the prophecies under consideration, is not disagre- 
able to the doctrine taught in other places of script- 
ure, must be evident to every one who considers the 
precepts and exauples of public covenanting already 
adduoed. 

Q. Why may not the expressions, swearing vowing, 
subscribing with the hand, be understood as figurMtive 
by setting forth Niw Teftnnient w<uh| un<'<r 
such names as are Iiteraly applicable to the wc r, hip 
of Ihe Old Testament as is certainly ihe case 
with ihe terms, altar, s:>ciifice, incense, and otheiB? 

A. Because vowing to theLoid, swearing and su' s- 
cribing to him, were never like the teims altar, saeiifi 
ce, inc<nse ard oilier* used to signify, literally, cerem- 
onial forms of worship. They were used even under 
the Old Testament to denote moral worship ; and 
therefore when they are applied to the worship of the 
New Testament church, we are under no nectesiiy 
of departing from the native and literal sense of them. 

Q. Does not the apostle Paul apply the words of 
the prophecy in lea. xlv. 28. to another subject? 
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, A. Yes; lie quotes them indeed in Rom. xiv. II 
and applies thetn to .the, absolute Nubjettion, either 
voluntary or constrained, of all to Jesns Christ as the 
Supreme Judge at the last day. But though this be 
comprehended in did .i n >ori ot the text 0.1 account 
of the universal term* here uswd ; yet these expressi- 
ons the knee shall bow, the tongue shall swear, are 
most applicable 10 the solemn declaration* of our vo- 
luntary submission and obedience to him in religious 
worship, and especially in solpmn covenanting. 

Q. Is it any objection against the application, of this 
lext to public covenanting, that when the apostle cites 

fit, he puts confessing to Christ, in stead of swearing 

f to him? 

I A. By 110 means : for our public covenanting is an 
Vope.11 :md solemn confession ot his name, of Iijb auth- 
ority, of his truths and institutions, of his cause and 
"interest This confession which we are to make be- 
fore men, always carries in it the obligation of an. 
■0:1 h ; and otj proper occasions', we are called to make 
it, iviih a formal, oath: and why should we hesitate to, 
swear -to him, at. his call, and for his declarative glory 
who has sworn to us for the encouragement and con- 
itir relation of our faith in his promise! 
I Q. Does not God, in the woids of the prophet, 
; gives ns the highest assurance, that he will carry on 
covenanting work in his ohurohf 
A. Yes ; for when he says, I hove sworn \ 7 elf 
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the word is gone out of ray ■ mouth in righteousness \ 
and shall not return, that unto me every kiie? shall bo v j 
and every tongue shall swear; nothing less can be 
meant, than that he fhall always have a praying j 
people, whom he will miki willing to swear alleg. j 
iance , to the Lord Jesus Christ, 'saying, in him alone $ 
have we righteousness and strength. jj 
Q. May we allow, that the duty of public vowing \ 
belongs to the old covenant, which God male with \ 
the people of Israel in the day when he took them by * 
the hand to lead them out ol the land of Egypt; and i 
which was superseded by the new covenant, accord- \ 
ing to Heb. viii. 13. In that he Kays "a new coven- .' 
ant," he maketh the first old: Now that which deca- ] 
yeth and waxeth old, is ready to vanish away? i 
A. This cannot be granted without admitting, what ' 
we know to be false, that the duty of public vowing be- 
longed to the peculiarities ol the Otd Testament dis- ; 
penation; or that moral duties were altered or annu, \ 
led by the introducttn of the New Testament dispen- I 
sation. "We can no more argue from this passage, f 
that public covenanting was so peculiar to the Old Tes j 
tatnent dispensation, as to be abrogated under the i 
xNew, — than we can arg'ie from it, that the privileges 
o f the pardon of sin, of being the Lord's people, of 
having his laws written in their hearts, are so peculiar 
to the New Testament dispensation, that they were 
not obtained at all by believers under the Old. Both 
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these conclusions are equally absurd. The difference 
bet wee:-: the old and the new covenants mentioned in 
this passage, does not lie in tue matter of the spiritual 
blessings here promised, which was attained by trus 
believers under the Old Tesiament. as well now; 
nor in the mattei of the moral duties, wliich always be- 
longed to the law written by the Holy Spirit in their 
hearts. But the difference lies in the clearer manifes- 
lation under the new covenantor testament, of the 
privileges and duties now mentioned; in freed am from 
the burthensome practice of the ceremonial law, and in 
the abolition ot the national covenant of th" Jews, so 
fir a* it was a partition wall bettvaiii them an J the 
Gentiles. The truth is. the oljigati.011 of God s peo- 
ple 10 join in public covenanting, is not less under the 
the New Testament disposal ion. but greater, than 
it was under the Old; as they now enjoy a much 
clearer revelation of the covenant of grace, the prom- 
ises of which are the ground upon which our covena- 
nting proceeds. 

Q. What are we to think of the objection which is 
nt'ceti urged againsl public covenanting; that little or 
nothing is said of it in the New Testament? 

A. The will of God with regard to public cove- 
nanting being clearly revealed both in the precepts 
and in the examples of it recorded in the Old Testa- 
ment we would have been bound to receive and ob- 
serve it though there had been no hint of it in the 
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New. There are vaiioug matters of faith and prac- 
tice which we liold upon tha authority of the Old 
Testament alone ; such as, that there were six days 
from the beg : nuing to ihe finish : ng of God's work 
of creation ; that man's fating the forbidden fi nit was 
his first sin ; that a n an may not many any of his 
wife's kindred nearer in blood than he may of his own. 
We might as well ask, why we have so little in the 
New Testament concerning the right of the infants 
of professing christians to baptism ; or concerning 
the duty of observing the first day of the week, a* the 
christian sabbath, hi all these oases, it is sufficient, 
that the Lord's will is revealed to u-s in aoine parts or 
other of the scripture; the whole of which is the ru'e 
of our faith and practice. If the Lord hath sufficient- 
ly levcaled his will concerning any moral duty, such 
as that of covenanting, in the Old Testament, it 
shews much pride and presumption, to refuse obedi- 
ence, because he has not been pleased to repeat the 
revelation of it in the New. But the case of those 
who refuse to comply with the divine will with regard 
to covenanting, is still worse ;for his will in this mat- 
ter is certainly intimated even in the New Testament; 
but they refuse to acknowledge it, like those who 
deny infant- baptism ; because it is not revealed so 
expressly, in such a manner, or in snch terms, as they 
think fit. For it has been shewn that in the New 
Testament we have both precent and example to 
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warrant the practice of public covenanting. In truth 
! the duty itself, in its general nature, is so congenial 
! with theiemains of the natural law in[the hearts and 
consciences of men, and with the use of asseitory 
i and promissory oaths, which takes place in every civ- 
] il society, that there is too much reason to fear, that 
the opposition of many to public covenanting, pro- 
■ ceeds rather from their aversion to the particular 
truths and duties specified in the solemn covenant en- 
gagement, than trom any real persuasion of the unlaw- 
; fulness of engaging to them by a formal oath. 
! Q. Is there no weighty objection against public co- 
venanting? 

A, There is an objection or rather obstruction; 
* which it is the work of God to remove. . 
Q. What is that obstruction? 

A. It is the disaffection of the heart, which arises 
partly from corrupt bias of our nature, and partly from 
the power of temptation, which tends to darken the 
mind, and to hinder it from giving any due attention 
to the revealed will of God in this matter. 
1 Q. May not persons, without saving grace, be con- 
> vinced of this duly, and induced to join with others 
: in it? 

A. Yes; this appears to have been the case of many 
:1 Israelites who joined in covenanting at Mount Sinai, 
t but whose hearts were not right with God. Ignorance 
I and neglect of duty are justly ascribed to our depraved 

4 
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nature; and yet It doe* not follow that such conviction ; 
<>f the mincl a* leads to :iir outw.-ird performance of that ; 
dutv, is ar.y certain evidence of savin*; tnace. i 

Q, But are there not many gractousjiersons, or true ; 
b'ievers, who carmot gee public covenanting to be a j 
d ufy in New Testament times? f 

A. Yes ; jiMt as Peter could not see tlte evil ot teach ! 
ing the Gentiles toobserve the usages of i.lie eeremo- j 
iiial law, on account of which evd Paul withstood him ' 
to the face; just sis many whom we chaiitably judge to i 
be putaiiors of saving if race,* ran not see the evil | 
Prelacy, and of observing various Riipu^titious cere- j 
monies in the worship of God: just as many cannot | 
See the duty of admin iateritig- the initiating seal of the j 
covenant of grace to the infant** of'such as are mem- j 
hers of the visible church: yet their blindness in xho&e \ 
respecls must" be ascribed to the power and deceit of ' 
indwelling. sin, and to the influence of temptation; io ; 
these respects, we ought to withstand them to the ' 
face; because they are to be blamed ; they walk not ' 
Uprightly according to truth af th«: gospel, , 

Q. By what means does the Lord remove this ;j 
obstruction to people's joining in public covenanting^ f 
A. By correcting the evil bias of their minds ; by J 
disposing them to attend f o the commands, examples, j 
and prophecies of his own word concerning this duty, j 
and also to the spiritual and evangelical nature and | 
ends ot it ; and by discovering to them his authority, 1 



wisdom, holiness ai d mercy in this, as well as in the 
other ordinances of the gospel, 

Q. Was not the glorious reformation from Pop- 
ery earned on in the way of solonm covenant engag- 
ements to the Lord? 

A, It was carried on in this way 'in Germany 
and in Franco ; in Scotland and Hngland. The ref- 
ormation was greatly advanced by several renovations 
of the national cov^mnt of Scotland, particularly by 
that in the year 16H8; it was still father advanced by 

the solemn league and- ewenaiitof Britian and Ire- 
s' * 

land, which was sworn by persons of all ranks in 
i hese nations. The covenantiug-work of that period 
was eminently countenanced by heaven : ami a faith- 
ful testimony for it was sealed not many year;* after 
with blood of a multitude ot martyrs." They loved 
not their lives unto ihe death for the word of God, 
and for Ihe testimony which they held. 

Q. Should not the recollection of these things en- 
courage ihe people ot God to set about public cove- 
nanting as a mean of promoting the reformation' of 
h is elmicr- in our day? 

A. Yea ; for they are directed to go forth by the 
lo-M-steps of the flock: and to ask for the old paths, 
Song: S. J ereni, vi. 
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SECTION VI. 

OFTIIK SEASON OF PUBTJC COVENANTING 

Q. Whether is public and joint rovf Banting a 
stated, or an occasional duty 1 *. 

A. Jt is an occasional duty. 

Q, What is an occcasional duty? 

A. It is a duty that is not to be observed at 
stated times, like the sanctificafcion of the sabbath, or 
prayer every morning and evening: but only as tlio : 
cases and circumstances, to which it bears relation, 
occur ; mch .tie solemn fasting and covenanting. 

Q. May this consideration, that public covenant- 
ing is an occasional duty, excr.se these that decline 
lo join in it at present? 

A. It will not do so, unless it be indeed the case, 
that public covenanting is not seasonable at present. 

Q. How may we know, whether it be so or not? 

A. By considering whether the present state and 
circumstances of the church be such as those to which 
the nature and special ends of this duty bear a man 
ifest relation and which gave occasion lo any nftlie 
approved instances of it mentioned in scripture. 

Q. May we conclude, thai public covenanting is 
not seasonable at present, because the church is not 
now persecuted by the hand of the evil magistrate? 
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A. We may not ; tor when there is no such per 
secution, the church may be, in great distress from 
prevailing errors, offences and reproaches. There 
was no persecution on account of religion by the 
Jewish government in the reign of Asa, Hezekiah, 
or Josiah ; or even by the Persian government in the 
time of Nehemiah ; and y-ft these we-e most remark- 
able seasons of covenanting, under tl e Old Testa- 
ment, Whereas if the time of persecution on account 
of religion were the only, or even most proper time 
for public covenanting, we should of had the most 
remarkable example of it in such a cng persecuting 
,-eign as that of Manasseh ; dming which reign we 
have no hint that any attempt was mad* to set about 
this duty . 

Q. Whether is it more proper to use public cove- 
nanting as a mean against violent attempts to take a- 
wav civ.l and religious liberty ; or as a mean against 
a remarkable prevalence of error and other corruptions 
affecting the church as a spiritual society* 

A. Ii.is roore proper to use it as a mean against 
the latter: i Because every ance of public cove- 
nanting recoided in sciipture was directed against 
idolatry and other evils, in principle or practice, arr- 
eting the church as a spiritual society. 2. Because 
the use of public covenanting against such evils is 
most agreeable to the nature of it, as belonging to 
the relieious worship of God in the church, and as 
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proceeding upon spirtual and evangelical principles. 
3. Because, it' an association were necessary ngainsi 
attempts to deprive us of our civil and religious liber- 
ty, the bond most proper tot Mich a desig.i, would be a 
political or civil one. in which every peaceable citizen, 
well affected 10 the cause of such liberty, should be 
admitted to join, though of diffe/t-nt religious senti- 
ments. 

Q. May we conclude, that public covenanting is 
not seasonah'c in mis coimtn-. because the mnjoriiy 
of the inhabitants, and the civil rulers, refuse to con- 
cur in it or to countenance it? 

A. By no means: for. r Public covo.i anting in an 
ordinance of Divine worship, whW.i the church of 
Christ, as ins independent kingdom, (which is not of 
this world,) ought ro observe at his call, without 
regar4 the favor or disfavor of the world or its rulers, 
2. Although, in examples of public covenanting recor- 
ded in the Old Testament, the civil rulers and the 
generality of the nation concurred; yet there is nothing 
in the nature ot this duty which rendertd such con 
curreiice necessary to (he right performance of it. 
'/'he open, explicit and solemn avouching of the Lord 
to be our God, and engaging to wa 1 !? in his ways; may 
lie the joint act ot a smaller, as woll as a greater num- 
ber. 3. Church members under the New Testament, 
do not, as they did under the Old, compose one 
particular nation, but are scattered through the va 
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rious nations of the world; a circumstance from which 
those ot a particular country may be often called to 
set about public covenanting, when they make but a 
very small part of inhabitants, and, if not directly op- 
posed, are unnoticed by the civil rulers. Thus it was 
foretold, that, in the New Testament-day, -five cities, 
that is a Jew of a great many m the land of Egypt, 
(which was celebrated for its population, and the nu- 
mber of its cities) should swear to ths Lord of hosts. 
The people of. the churches of Macedonia, who gave 
themselves to the Lord, .were no doubt, but a small 
part ot the inhabitants of that extensive country. 
Public covenanting may be. begun by few, and at - 
to ward* may become national. Before the reform 
ed religion waa established in Scotland, forms of as- 
sociation were subscribed in the differed shires, and 
intheyeiir 15 5 7, they entered into a covenant to 
promote- the reformation. About 34 years after- 
words, the national covenant was entered mto by 
the rulers and the body of the nation. 

Q Can you. give any reasons why we ought to 
hold that solemn, distinct and joint covenanting » 
seasonable at present? 
A. Yes, several may be given. 
Q, What is the first that occurs to you? 
A. Public covenanting is seasonable at present, 
because in bearii»g testimony against the .enow and 
corruptions that now prevail in th( reformed churches 
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we profess to be endeavouring to brin^ about a pub- 
lic reformation. But the examples of public cove- 
nanting recoided in the scripture shew, that it is a 
proper season for the performance oi that duty, when 
the people of G'»d are essaying a public reformation. 
Such was the occasion of the covenant in g in the reigns 
of Asa and Josiah, and in the t'me of Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah. The reformation from Popery in the 16th, 
century, and the reformation from Prelacy in the 17th. 
were both times di' public covenanting. 

Q. Do you recollect- a second reason? 

A. Yes: Public covenancing is seasonable at pre- 
sent, because they who have made a good profession 
of Chi isi's name, and "of adhering to a faithful testi- 
mony against the prevailing errors and corruptions of 
our time, are under pecul ar temptations to draw 
back. In such a case, they ere called to join in 
public covenanting, as a proper mean of promoting 
their steadfastness. Moses, when he exhorted th<* 
people of Israel to constancy in cleaving to the truths 

and ordinances of God, bade them remember the day, 
on which they stood before the Lord in Horeb. Dent, 
iv. 9, 10, Public covenanting is of much the same 
nature with that solemn and explicit profession 
of faith in Jesus Christ, which he called the twelve 
apostles to make, when many professed disciples 
went bark and walked no more with him. John vi. 
67. Then said Jesus to the twelve, Will ye also go 
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away' Then Simon. Peter answered him, Lord, to 
whom shall we go* thou hast the words of eternal 
lite, and we believe and are sure that, thou art that 
Christ, the Son ot tire living Gcd. 
Q. What is a third reason! 
A Public covenanting is seasonable at present, 
on account of the jealousies and, misunderstanding 
that prevail amongst professors ; as it is an appointed 
mean of removing tfiem ; and of promoting mutual 
conBdence. When the children of Reuben and the 
children of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh were 
going to take possession of the country ot G.lead, 
They built an altar near the Jordan. When this was 
reported to the other tribes, they were apprehensive, 
that the altar was raised for some idolatrous purpose. 
On this occasion, those of the two tribes and the 
half gaveth; other tribes an explanation upon oath, 
of their design in building the altar, Joshua xxii. 22- 
■29. Public covenanting is a solemn explanation up- 
on oath, of the design of our religious profession, 
particularly in the controverted articles of of it,, and 
tends to unite the hearts and bands, of the Lord's 
people in the maintenance of that profession. 
Q. What ia a fourth reasonj 
A. Public covenanting is seasonable at present 
because after other means have been used, for the 
conviction of the opposera of the testimony '.which 
we maintain for the doctrine and order of the church 
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of Christ, such as, reasoning, warning, reproving, «*o 
are not to withluld this farther mein of their convic- 
tion, the public declaration < if our joint adherence to 
it with the soleinni ty of an oath. Here our -Lord 
Jesus has given us an example : for he, having beeh 
employed about three years and an half n teaching 
and working stupendous mirades among tr e Jews, 
and having been despised and rejected by their lead- 
ing men and by the body of the nation, at last clos- 
ed his ministry with an express declaration of his 
divinity upon oath oefore their supreme judicature. 
Matth. xx vi. 6!^, 64. The high priest said unto him, 
I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us, 
whether, thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus 
saith unto him, Thou hast said; (or as it is in the }>ai 
altel place in Marie xiv. 62. And Jesus sa : d, I am;) 
And ye shall see this Son of man sitting J on the ng ! :t 
hand of power, 

Q. Have you any farther reasons for maintaining 
that public covenanting is seasonable at present? 

A. One or two very obvious reajohs may be added. 
Trie preieit time is a proper sej.50:; for public eove- 
nant ng f because it is a time of suffering, with such a* 
faithfully adhere to a testimony for reformation -princi- 
ples. Their eau se meets with much unjust eonUmpt 
and reproach. This is d : stressing to those whohave that 
ca'iHS "iat heart, and who knows it to be the cause of 
God and truth. They leel what the Psalmist telt, when 
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be sa^ As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies 
reproach me : while they 'say daily to me, where is thy 
God? A«ain,it is a time of distress on account of God s 
judgments. How manifold spiritual judgment* are we 
under already! "Hie Lord is hiding his face and with 
drawing from us both ii public ordinances and in our 
retirments. Deadiiess, formality, and other spiritual 
pljiauea prevail: and how awful are the temporal judg- 
ments which are likely to follow the spintual! We 
have ground to say with the Jews in Nehem.ah's 
time: We are in great distress and because of all 
this we make a sure covenant. We should,- 'there- 
fore, essay to return to the Lord in the way of public 
covenanting, as good Josiah did, and caused the peo- 
ple of Judah to do, when lie was under distressing ap- 
prehension of the great wrath of God, about to be 
poured out upon them, because their fathers had not 
kept the word of the L OI d, Nehemiah ix: 38. 2 Chron. 

xxxiv. al. 81, 32. 

In fine, the present time is a proper season for cov 
uniting, 'because the obligation of the solemn cove- 
nant-engagements entered into by our fatheis is in a 
vrreat measure torgettcn. Public covenanting is a 
proper mean of reviving the sense of that obligation: 
for when we engage in public covenanting to walk 
m all the commandment* and ordinances of the Lord, 
we acknowledge not only the primary obligation we 
are under to do so from the Divine law, but also the 
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secondary fiom the covenanting; of our fathers. Thtis 
when the inhabitants of Jerusalem in Josiah's time 
entered into n invenint before the Lord, they did ac- 
cording to the covenant of God, — -the Godot' their 
fathers, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 32.' As the Lord still repro- 
ved and they confessed their sins as breaches of the 
covenant of their fathers; their covenanting coiifoim- 
ab!y to such reproving and confessing, recognised 
their former covenant transactions ; in which they a- 
vouched the Lord to be their God,, and he avouched 
them to be his people, Deut. xxvi. 17, 18. 



SECTION VII. - 

OK THE ACKNOWI.EDGKMST OF SINS. 

Q. Ought not every person who proposes joining 
in the solemn covenant-engagement, to be previously 
exercised in reading and considering both it and pre- 
ceding acknowledgment of sins? 

A- Yes surely: for every one is to vow unto the 
Lord with knowledge and understanding ; and is to 
swear, the Lord livelh, in judgment as well as in 
truth and righteousness. Nehem. x, 28. Jerem. iv 2. 

Q. Why ought we lo confess the public sins of 
our lathers ; as we do in the beginning of the acknow- 
ledgment of sins? 
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A Because being pubMc, they wer C the sins of 
the church or nation; which continues under the 
guilt of them, until they are acknowledged, # lament- 
ed and forsaken. Hence the covenanters in Nehe- 
miah's time made a large confusion of the bids or 
their fathers: Our fathers, say they, dealt proudly 
and hardened their necks, and hearkened not to thy 
commandment* they wrought great provocation. 

Q When did the Lord bring our lathers under 
solemn coveaant-engageinenta to be his people, and 
to abide in the profession and practice of the true ie- 
ligion? 

A There were two reusable periods of the cove- 
nanting of our fathers. The one was that of the na- 
tional covenant ot Scotland which was sworn and sub- 
scribed by the body of the people there in the yeai 
1580. It was levelled against Popery; which was 
ihen almost the only system of error against which the 
faithful in that land had to contend: It was renewed 
.eveial limes; particularly in the year 1638, with a 
bond suited to the state ot the church at that time. 
The other was that of the solemn leagueand covenant, 
which was taken and subscribed by all ranks in Scot- 
land and England in the year 1648. This covenant 
was tor the abolishing of the lordly prelacy and sup- 
erstitious forms of worship, relics of Popery which 
had, before this time been retained in the church ot 
England y and for bringing the three kingdoms to 
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nearest conjunction and uniformity in religion, con- 
fession of faith, form of church government, directory 
for worship and catechising. 

Q. Are these covenants still binding? 

A. They certainly are: for an oalh. entered into 
by a particular church with regard to matters required 
in the moral law, cannot fnil to bind, and as far as 
there is an opportunity of knowing the obligation to 
have iU' effect either in exciting to the practice of 
duty, or in aggravating guilt, as long as thai church 
subsists. 

Q. Is it a sufficient assertion of the obligation of 
these covenants to say, that^we are bound to all mor- 
al duties therein contained according to out ciioum- 
stances? 

A. By no means; for that may be said by those 
who deny the lawfulness of Kuch engagements altoget 
her. If neither we nor our forefathers had entered in- 
to these covenants, we would not have been under 
the obligation of them all; but we would have been 
bound by the Divine authority, as much ns we are, 
to practice the moral duties theiein contained. We 
are bound to these duties by various precepts of the 
first and second tables of the law; but the obligation 
of the covenants is founded in the third precept only. 

Q. Do these covenants bind us to do any thing 
which is not our 3uty in our present circumstances? 

A. No; the supposition is absurd and inconsisten 
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, ,fnf these covenants as engagements 

,1,0 word of God i and .hat no other*- *» «*» 

B £ J *»P* ,n 0ft " e!<! C ° Ve " 

l„« how can we to America be «-l 

4 Because tho greater part of the pi 

lnlldl and were contend « having Pio«ed ^ 

1 a thpir God in these covenants, and that wmc 
o«.'^ charged .„e„,u,hold 

1aHt ' ♦ +i- 0 n nrknowledce the sins here 

O Do we not, then, acK now leuj.* ^ 

Reined, not on., « Caches of Uje D.v .ne law, but 
also as breaches of these covenants, 

q What wa.the ini . c mt of oa. fathers with re- 
gard to these covenants? u 1ivv i n cr 
A II was that of breaking, burning, and buiying 

th 4 What is the iniquity of the present generation 
with regard to these covenants! 
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A. ' The open denial of their obligation bv multi- 
tudes, and the reproach cast upon those who were 
persecuted to the death for their assertion of that ob- 
ligation, as having suffered, like a parcel of fools, for 
a mere whim. But the^Lord will have the cause for 
which they suffered off -dually* vindicated as his own 
cause iu'dite time. 

Q. What other sins are here acknowledged as 
public evils of the present generation? 

A. Such an th?*e ; a delug, j of abominable here- 
sies overflowing the land ; the profanation of the 
name and Sabbath of the Lord ; the neglect of his 
public worship by many : and the corruption of it by 
the obstinate attachment of others to the modes and 
forms which have been introduced into it by men'H 
invention; the countenance that is given by multi- 
tudes to those who take upon them to be public teach- 
ers without any regular call ; the practice followed by 
many of hearing the instruction which, by their own 
confession of faith, is such rs causeth to err from the 
words of knowledge; the contempt of the appointed 
government and discipline of the church of God, even 
by many called Presbyterians, who deny Presbyterial 
or church-go vevnment to be his ordinance ; neglect- 
ing to renew our solemn covenan ting-engagements 
in this land; the administration of the seals_of the co- 
venant to those who have erred from the faith, or who 
jueiryfgular or offensive in their practice; many not 
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scrupling to leave the ordinances and society of ms 
people, without necessity, in order to increase their 
worldly wealth ; many wasting the bounties of Prov- 
idence in drunkenness and revellings. 

Q Wbat are the family sins liere acknowledged? 
A Such as those of parents in neglecting to sea- 
son the minds of their children with the knowledge of 
the truth concerning the ruin of mankind in the first 
Adam thcJgrace of God manifested in Jesus Christ, 
and die duty required of them ; in not restraining 
them from that way which seems right in the eyes or 
foolish youth; and in readily altering them to join 
with vain persons, and to hear the instruction which 
causeth to err; in not woishipping God in secret and 
in their families morning and evening ; in notremem- 
Uenu- the Lord's day to keep it holy; and m no wise 
framing their lives Jin other respects according to the 
rale of the word, to setting an evil example before 
children: so that the children; following the parents in 
carelessness and wickedness, at length exceed them, 
-tnd one generation rises up worse than another 
Q What are the personal *ins here acknowledged? 
A Unbelief, by which men turn away from the 
only Saviour/count the God of truth a liar, and seal 
their own condemnation; prevailing heart aversion to 
Christ's yoke; from which it. ,foUow- j that person. 
are restrained from evil rather by a fear of church- 
censure than by a tear of offending God ; and are dis 
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posed to join with the world in revelling*, in drunk- 
enness, in filthy or pi'ofahe conversation, and in un- 
juisi practices,— when they imagine their ain may be 
hid from the courts of the Lord's house : the earthli- 
ness of out minds manifesting itself in various ways, 
particularly in vain and unprofitable conversation on 
the Lord's day : want of due concern about the pres - 
ence ami blessing of the Lord in attending his ordin- 
ances ; so that we have not heard his voice, 
nor seen his glory, nor enjoyed that refreshing c om- 
munion with him which has been the attainment of 
many of the saints that hive gone before us j not pro 
fi ting by the word preached* not mixing it with 
faith ; so that we have often been as the door on its 
hinges, moving backward and forward, yet remain- 
ing in the same place ; nor observing and improving, 
as wo ought, the grace of our Lord Jesus signified, 
represented and sealed to the childten of the promise 
in the sacrament of baptism : Hot manifesting an earn- 
est desire to meet the Lord at his holy table, in a 
careful examination of our state and exercise, accord- 
ing (0 the word, — in fervent and frequent supplica- 
tion at the throne of grace, that we might receive 
mercy and find grace to help in ihe time ol need, and 
iii flying from all our labors arid frames to the Lord 
Jesus, as'the «ure refuge of the guilty, whom God 
hath set forth 16 be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, and whose name is the Lord bur righteous- 



Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights 



7* 



ne»; the .bounding of offences by ^f ^f^ 
asion has been given to the enem.es Jof the Lotd to 
btopheme; whit, few of us have been led by the out - 
breaking of .in in others to duly humbling views of 
the deceit and desperate wickednfc.s of our own hearts; 
ou • I aving been otter* a to our neighbours and 
° b , en, Lead of laboring, a, we bught to have 
o for d.eir good; little in our Speech and behav, 
1- havin« been profitable to other. ; and much of a 
, n^r t^dency; malignity often visible ,n ard 
p eches and ill-grounded surmise, the love, which 
t Lketh no evil, which -mtoUt not, wnlc -e dee h 
not its own, being scarcely to be found. .Ouranm 
these and in other reacts, U Reding great before 

th O LO ts not an acknowledgment ot P ublic,family, 
and personal Bins nectary in order to our entering 
into the covenant; engagement to duties. 

A Yes- for we will not be sincere and hearty in 
ou7profe»ion.of returning to the Lord, Uhless we 
sensible of the manifold instance, of our departuv, 
from him, end acknowledge them accordingly. 
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SECTION VIII. 

OF THE SOLEMN COVENANT-ENGAGEMENT UNTO 
DUTIES. 

Q. If persons be sincere in acknowledging their 
iniquities, .will they not, of courso, be dispos-id to join 
in an. engagement to the opposile duties? 

A. Yes; for when a person confesses sin with heart 
felt sorrow for the dishonour thereby done to God, 
he cannot but resolve and promise to endeavor thro- 
ugh grace after new obedience. 

Q. ] ^How is thie tiond' divided? 

A. Into lour parts. 

Q. "\V hat does the first part consist of? 

A Of a profession "of our faith in Jesus Christ, 
and a general engagement to duty, 

Q. Does not a profession of our faith in Jesus 
Christ properly go be/ore our engagement to duties? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Why so? 

A Because persona a v e in no oapaciiy.for coming 
under an engagement to duties ) till they bp brought 
lo rest on the blood of Christ for purging of th^ir con- 
sciences from dead work?, to serv« the living God; 
and till I hey be directed to go to Christ by faith tor 
grace and to enable them to vow and perform their 
vows. 

Q May not persons enter into an engagement to 
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cUies , b, order to get conscience ^fied, or as mean 
ot obtaining a saving interest m Chnst. , ■ 

A Thev may not: for in doing so, they woiuaa 

A. iney m-iy lJ " l > f «mrks and to 

,empt to repair the broken covenant of works, 
establish their own righteousness. _ 
q. Are not we naturally prone to this legal y 

V °7 g? Ye8 the generality of the Israelites at Sinai ap- 
Jhave vowed in this way, and therefore the 
pear to have vowe n that there were such an 

heart in <^,Pff; J* .,, ev were f W eJded to the 

«** °<) M ,t o be feared that this 

*ayo. doing ; S£. ft. £d* t „ e memb e re of the 

iH still too t much the case wi 

— -'^fou V ::oo« XuHe,,, taW 

, -hold ot h» «u ety > S „ lth God; w* set 

■'of our access to - and which are in Mm 

1 .„ oil the oromises of God, wnicn are 
"„„ r seal.o a' *e P o ^ ^ ^ 

"yea, and m h.m, .»"^' . * av0 „ hi8 word ,0 be 
^Splrittouron.y^deun.oa.Uhe.ruth.e- 
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"vealed in his word." 

Q. In what terms is the general engagement to. 
duty here expressed? 

• A. In these words: *'We promise and swear by 
"the great and holy name of the Lord our God, that we 
"shall unfeigii fdly endeavor to walk in his ways, to 
"keep his commandments, and to hearken to his voice 
— in love to him who hath delivered us out of the hand 
"of our enemies, serving him without fear in holiness 
"and righteousness before him all the dajs of our life. 

Q. What is the rule ol the duty to which we here 
engage? 

A. The moral law. 

Q, Whether is the moral law to be here consider- 
ed as the covenant or law of works 01 aH the law ol 
Christ? 

A. It is ro be here considered as the law of Chrisr. 
i Cor. 9 2T. We are not without law to fiod, but 
under the law of Christ. 

Q- What is the difference between the law of 
works and the law of Christ? 

A. The law of works requires men's obedience as 
the condition of eternal life, Matth. xix. 17. but the 
law of Christ requires obedience as a testimony of grat 
itude for eternal life as already obtained by Jesuis Christ 
No obedience to the law of works is acceptable to God 
but that which is absolutely perfect; whereas imperfect 
obedience to the law of Christ,, if it be sincere, and 
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r ■ i • rhridt i« acceptable to God 

thrmgh h,m. All men i bu( 
„, e ,„ of works; »d rte-efo e P ^ ^ 

,, el ie«,s are »l.o«y f -; f '° m Rom ..„, 1Q . 
they ^one are under the law 01 ^ > 

V1 'n 4 ' Wirt is the motive under the influence of 
whSf we" to yieid obedience to the ,w of 

^The motive of love to him wno hath delivered 

m out of the hand of our enennes. 

q- What does the second pan ot tins uonu 1 

\ Ou. profession of religion- 

q. How do we engage to adhere to our profess 

"Y' ^wTL**e to continue steadfast in the taith, 

^^^^^^ 

- H p word of God, and received in tins uimu 

U 7, V^ for by U a^ain.t «he manifold errors and 

^r^-tbytruereformed^i^; 
A It is that winch our forefathers bound them 



- www.PuritanDownloads.i 



7 9 



presbyterinl church-government, the directory for the 
public worship of God, with the Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms. 

Q, How are we to understand these words "as 
same is received in this church, and testified foi by 
it!" 

A. It ia to be understood as referring, to our de- 
claration and testimony for the dorttin« and order of 
the church of Christ, containing a farther explanation 
of various articles of tlie true reformed religion; ac- 
cording to which explanation we receive the doctrine 
of the Westm nster confession. 

Q. What are the manifold errors which we en- 
gage to testify against? 

A, They are especially such as are pointed out in 
the declaration and testimony already mentioned. 

Q. What is mea^t by latitudinarian schemes pre- 
vailing in the United States? 

A. They are lax schemes of church communion, 
according to which all who may be chartiablv suppos- 
ed to be good christians, ought to be admitted to 
communion in sealing ordinances, notwithstanding 
their open and obstinate maintaining of many errors 
in doctrine, worship, or church government; provided 
these errors are not deemed essential ; while many 
abettors of these lax schemes teach, that it is unwar- 
rantable for any church to require adherence to a con- 
fession ot faith, as a term of church communion; and 



Still Waters Revival Books - All 



80 



that people may warranty hear a pubho teachei, 
I hose^truction, according to their own confession 
of Sth is unsound, and such as causet h to err from 
the words of knowledge. 

Q Are there not various latitudinanan schemes 

followed in this land* ■ 

A Yes ; some would comprehend in one church- 
conmnnnion all that own the scriptures of the Old 
Z Z Testement to be a rule of religion, and Jesus 
Ol nst to be the true Messiah. Some would have 
otard. communion extended to all sorts of Pro est 
frt even to those who avow their attachment to 
op ton. manifestly contrary to the received doctrine 
of S o reformed churches, and who openly and obstt 
It persist in the use of some Popish ceremomes 
n the worship of God, and in the denial of the div- 
„ iZJor infant baptism and for presbytia 
luchgovernment. Some contend for an occas.onal 
^nmuniot, with christians of another denom.nauon 
with whom they decline fixed coanmumon. 

Q How does the evil of every lantudmanan 
scheme of church-communion appear? 

A It is evidently sinful in several respects: 
V As it is a toleration of those who cause divisions 
and offends contrary to the doctrine which we have 
received as the doctrine of Christ, Rom. xvi. 1 7 . 

f As it is directly contrary to the duty incumbent 
ot, ilie church of Christ, to hold fast what she attain- 
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ed, and to walk accordingly; Rev. ii. 25. id. II. Phi- 
lip, iii. 10. 

3. It is directly contrary to the solemn chaise 
which Chnst gave his' ch'irch to tench her members' 
to observe all things whatsoever he hath commanded 
them: For it is plain, that a church is not faithfully 
teaching a doctrine or duty while she receives the open 
and obstinate opposers of that doctrine or duty into 
her communion, or retains them in it, Mattb. "xxvi'ii 
! 0, 20. 

Q. May not latit'idinarians excuse themselves by' 
saying, that they only mean that such fin article of a 1 
human composition called a creed, a confession, or a 
testimony, should not be a term of church -com mun~' 
ion? 

A, Thifi is no proper excuse, but a mere shift: Coi 
with regnrd to any such article, the true sfate of the 
question is, whether the matter of it ba # doctrine or 
dutv expressed of necessarily implied in the words of 
the holy scripture: if it be so, the church cannot neg- 
lect requiring her members to rcce've and observe it 
without trampling upon the authority of Christ. The' 
truth is. lafittidinarians cannof excuse their neglect »f 
anj such article, otherwise than by shewing that the 
matter or import of it in not founded rn the Words Oi' 
the holy soriprures. 

Q. What engagement do we come under in* the 
next place, with regard to onr profession of religion? 



Still Waters Revival Books - All Rights 



82 



A "We declare our resolution through grace to 
watch against those inure, which either ere, or may 
be Wd To draw us and cm bie.huninto thnt-dekc- 
t,on from the Lord, and mt > that detestable neutrality 
m his cause, which prev.il at this Ume;-tak,ng heed 
to ourselves, lest we be deterred from gomg forward 
in his way by reviling* of men, or seduced by than 

lair speeches." . 

O What is the third engagement that we come 
under with regard to our profession of religion! 

A «We promise that- wi shall sincerely and 
constantly labour, in our places, and stations, by all 
means which aie of divine appointment, to promote 
the knowledge of Christ in the land, and to "maintain 
the mirity of doct.ine and order in his church ;-par- 
tfJarly, eudeavouring' that those, who are known 
• m d declared envies to the truth, may neither be re- 
ceived into our fellowship, nor retained m it 

Q How is it competent to private persons to pro- 
mote the nubl.c reformation of religion according to 

this engagement? 

A All arc bound to labour for the welfare oi the 
..Imrch: her" office-bearers in their more eminent sta- 
tions ■ and her other members in their private stations. 
TherJnrt various way, in which the weakest ol 
the friends of Christ, in a private station, may pro- 
mte the' public reformation, such as, steadfastness 
in their profession earnest prayer, and an exemplary 
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conversation. 

Q. What is the fourth engagement with regard 
to our profession ot religion? 

A. "We engage in the strength of the Lord to 
follow after that peace which ie founded upon an a- 
.qreement in llie truth, that we may standfast in one 
spirit with one mind, striving together for the faith 
uf the gospel.'' 

Q. What does the third part of this bond respect? 

A, A practice becoming our holy profession. 

Q. How is this part of the bond introduced? 

A. With a confession, "that we often fail in our 
practice, neglecting what the Lord requires, and do- 
ing that which he foibids; and with » profession of our 
faith id Jesus, who saves his people front their sins, 
and of our desire ;to depend wholly on the grace ot 
God, which bringeth salvstion, and vhich teacheth us. 
that denying all ungodliness and worldl lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously and godly in this pre- 
sent world, looking for that ble?sed hope and the glo- 
rious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Je- 
sus Christ." 

Q. What do we promise in this bond, with regard 
to our personal deportment] 
A Three things. 

Q. What is the first of these things? 
A. 'The Btudy of a univerul reformation in heart 
and life; endeavouring to have always a conscience 
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void of offence coward, God and ^ * 

vending to the duties enjomed m ^^f^ 
W, and setting a good example to each otheu 
O What is the second? 

ple and seduction: when .inner, enttce » « rewWe, 
Ihat, through the g,ace of God, we shall not consent 

to them, nor follow a multitude to do evil. 
Q. What is the third! 

A "Patience under <w own troubles, and sym- 
pathy towards others ,n distress: knowing that through 
^ tribulations we must enter ioto 
God; and that .11, who will li« godly « C ^ ^ 
m m make account of enduring P^ on J^°* 
men, (rem this evil world, depend mg on God as a 
ery present help in trouHe ; we shall, through his 
SfU under tl, vod, and meekne^of 

spirit towards >uoh as may injure us, an 1-3 mpa 
Awards all men in distress, especially those ot tne 

household of faith." 

Q. What is the fourth part ot the bond! 
A. The conclusion. . 
Q. What is cbaervable in this pari of U« . ta m* 
A Three things. 1. Al> appeal to Gol »s o 
„u. sincerity. 2. How upright oovc.iaiile.-5 hope 10 
,e e lied io an acceptable per*— of the = 
,„„deva- humbling sense of the,r own 
they depend on God, the Father ofMercteB, whose 
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Holy Spirit helps his people in all their infirmities.' 
H The eid they aim at. in the perfoi m'Moe of their 
vows ' That they may live to the pake i;i his grace 
in the churches." 



SECTION IX. 

OK THE PERFORMANCE Ol-' OUR COVENANT , . 
ENGAGEMENTS. 

Q. Is it not incumbent on those who have entered 
into solemn covenant-engagements, to perform them? 

A. Yes: when thou votvvst a row urXo God, saith 
Solomon, defer not to pay if- f<r he hath no pleasui - 
in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. Eccles. v. 4. 
The vow here spoken of is to he understood of an en- 
gagement to the practice or forbearance of things in 
their own nature indifferent: and therefore, it is added 
better, it. is thn r thou shouldst not vow. than that Lhou 
shotildst vow and not pay. This is not applicable to 
the public vowing which is incurrtent on the chur« h 
of God in general, according to Psal. Ixxvi, 12. 
Isa. xix. 21. for a person's refusing to join with the 
neople of God in such public vowing is exceeding fin 
ful; and is a cause ot deep humiliation belore the Lord 
But though Solomon is tieating here of those peculiar 
vows that persons enter into with regard to things of 
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an indifferent nature; yet whet he said do»ce r nnig the 
duty of pavrng sueh vows hold, even with greater force 
in the case of the engagements we have, come under 
in public covenanting: for if it is necessary to perform 
our. engagement* to God with regard to things that are 
otherwise, indifferent; it is much more necessary to 
perform those which, as to the matter of them, are 
nothing but moral duty. 

Q Will they who continue under the broken co- 
venant of works, and are stranger* to the covenant 
of grace, perform their covenant-engagements? 

A No; for thev are under the curse; Gal. m 
10 which, while they continue under it, excludes 
them from that grace, without which they can do 
nothing that is spirally g-rod. 

Q, Who then will be enabled to an acceptable 
peiformance of their vows? 

A They who, In their covenanting, renounce the 
covenant ot works, and take hold of the covenant of 
grace: or they who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the condition of that covenant was perfectly ful 
filled and in whom all the promises ot it are yea and 
amen; entirely free and inviolably sure to everyone 
that believes. 

Q On what ground do believers trust, that they 
shall" be enabled to the performance of their engage- 
ments to the Lord? 

A. Not on the ground of their promise to God ; 
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hut on the ground of his tree promise, made in Christ 
to them, of all the grace and strength necessary to the 
acceptable performance of their vows. In dependence ■ 
mi the divine promise, e;vch of ihem ought to say with i 
the Psalmist, I have 9 worn, and I will perform it. that 
I will keep thy righteous judgments. 

Q. May the}' not expect to be enabled in this liie 
to keep the commandments of God perfectly! 

A. No; the}' have engaged and hope to kt-cp them 
no otlieiwise than as God hath promised to enable 
tiiem to do so, He hua not promised to enable them 
in this life lo keep his law perfectly, but to keep it ac- 
ceptably, and to go on towards perfection; to have re- 
spect to ail his commandments, and to hate every false 
way; and puiticulariy to hate the corruptions in prin- 
ciple or pi act ice, against which they expressly engage 
to contend and tealily. 

Q. May true believers break their covenant-en- 
gagements, and fall away from them totally? 

A, No- ihev are secured against such a breaeh by 
(.lie promise of the covenant of grace, Jerem. xxxii 40 
J will make an everlasting covenant with them, that, I 
will not turn away from .them to do them goinl; but I 
■wiil put my rear into their hearts, that they shall not, 
depart from mu, 

Q, , But .are. they not liable to a partial and tem- 
porary bread) of their covenant engagements? 

A. Yes even wise virgins .may slumber and sleep 
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Ma tth. xxv. 5. 

Q. What \i the best means of guarding against such 
a breach of covenant engagements? 

A. A single and habitual dependence on the grace 
wh d 1 is in Christ Jesus, for enabl ng us to perform, 
as well as to make our vows. Abide in me, says Christ 
and I in you: as the brunch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me. I rim the vine, ye are the branches: He 
that abidethin me, and 1 in him, the same bnngeth 
forth much fruit:— for without me, ye can do nothing. 

Q. W hat account arc we to make of our perform- 
ance of covenent engagements? 

A. We are to account ourselves unprofitable ser- 
vants, and all our performances as nothing, when com 
pared with God's commandmenr, which is exceeding 
broad; and with what we ow e in poiut of gratitude for 
the gilt of Christ. 

Q. What account will the Lord Christ make, at 
his secor.d coming, of that performance of our vows 
which is attained by faith in his name and promise? 

A. He will talc; notice of it as an acceptable 
testimony of onr gratitude and regard to his glory. 
He will say to every one who givelh such evidence 
of his saving interest in the covenant of grace; "Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord." 
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